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From the President... 


we're Off to a New Start 


Welcome to the “new” Asylum. 
With this double issue, Joel Orosz 
assumes the editorial reins. We’re off to 
a good start, which will become apparent 
as you turn the pages. Joel can’t do it 
alone, although, excepting Carling 
Gresham’s lengthy article, he certainly 
succeeds in this issue. He needs your 
help. Read his “Articles of War” and, 
more importantly, take them to heart. 

We hope to see many of you at our 
annual meeting during the American 
Numismatic Association Convention in 
Milwaukee on Wednesday, August 6th, 
at 8 P.M. Remy Bourne is the featured 
speaker and will discuss American 
numismatic periodicals. Remy has 
perhaps the most extensive collection 
ever formed of these often rare 
publications and will share many 
important and fascinating discoveries. 
Slides of many of the more interesting 
publications will be shown during his 
presentation. 

Special thanks are due past editor 
Carling Gresham. Through the years 
Carling has edited a number of 
publications and his expertise was 
amply demonstrated in the pages of 
The Asylum during his editorship. 
Many of his innovations have been 
retained by our new editor. Irascible? 
Perhaps. Talented and dedicated? 
Certainly. Thank you Carling for 
breathing new life into our publication 
during difficult times, though asbestos 
gloves were de rigueur for certainissues! 


With this issue, your membership 
fee is again due. Do send your payment 
promptly (we're running low on 
champagne and caviar) and also do 
some proselytising (no, the Supreme 
Court didn’t outlaw it). Certainly there 
are 500 persons who would be 
enthusiastic members of our society. 
That’s one new member apiece... 


Benary 


ENG IT 


Orville J. Grady 


Numismatic Literature 


6602 Military Ave. 
Oe NE 68104 
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A Special Message 
from the Editor 


Joel J. Orosz, Ph.D. 


After a lapse of six months, The Asylum is back. Hats off to each of you for 
waiting so patiently during that half-year hiatus. We think you deserve an explanation 
for your stoicism. 

First, our “lapse” might better be called an “‘interregnum.” Carling Gresham, 
who toiled long and hard as our editor over the past two years, and who single- 
handedly got The Asylum onto a regular publishing schedule , decided to move on 
to other challenges. We were chosen by the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
Board to succeed Carling as editor. Here the plot sickens . Carling sent us a fat 
packet of materials for the next issue, which promptly disappeared into the gaping 
maw of the U.S. Postal Service. By the time we got everything sorted out ,and Carling 
retrieved what he could from his computer, it was the end of June. Now, however, the 
torch has been passed, and we will resume publishing a quarterly journal. 

Second, we present a brief introduction to your new editor. Joel J. Orosz 
(pronounced “or us”), 29, is a Ph.D. in history, and employed as the Curator of 
Interpretation at the Kalamazoo Public Museum. He has been a confirmed 
numismatic bibliophile since 1981, and is a charter member of the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society. Orosz is married and has a toddler daughter. 


Numismatic Bibliomania Society Annual Meeting 

If it is time for the Anniversary Convention of the American Numismatic 
Association, it must be time for the annual meeting of the Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society. So reserve Wednesday, August 6 for our yearly conclave. The festivities will 
begin at 8 pm, in room E10 of the Mecca Center, the headquarters for the A.N. A. 
convention. President George Kolbe reports that Remy Bourne will be our speaker. 
As always, there will be much biblio-babbling with fellow aficionados, and, as an 
added attraction, the N. B. S. will host a reception for notable numismatic authors. So 
bring books to be inscribed and prepare to rub shoulders with the literary lions of our 
hobby. [editor’s note: anyone using the term “industry” to describe our hobby will be 
shot]. 


Attention All Members (and Prospective Members) 

’Tis time again to pay your debts to our Society, namely, your dues. A mere $7.50 
for U.S. (or $10.00 for foreign addresses) will keep you a member in good standing 
and bring you four issues of The Asylum. Please send those checks and/or money 
orders to: 


Alan Meghrig 
Treasurer, N.B.S. 
24921 Buckskin Drive 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
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“So What's in it for Me?” You ask... 

What, four issues of The Asylum isn’t enough? How about the right to attend 
our formal annual meetings? How about those informal get-togethers at numismatic 
conventions all over the country? The clincher, though, is your chance to see your 
name frequently in print. With YOUR help, The Asylum can be bigger and better 
than before. This leads us to... 


The Articles of 
WAR! 


Your editor will declare war on all 300 members if we do not receive any 
articles. At the moment, the well is completely dry, and there can be no 
further issues until we receive more material. We hereby state our editorial 
position: you need not be Dave Bowers on your first attempt, nor do you have 
to be Walter Breen everytime. Your writing does not have to be perfect in 
order to be published. The editor promises that poor spelling will invariably 
be corrected, faulty grammar will usually be detected, and off-color stories 
will always be appreciated, if not printed. The important thing is that you get 
your words on paper and send them in. If that seems too daunting, record 
your thoughts on cassette tape and send it to your editor. J ust get us material! 
Here is the address: 

4300 Old Field Trail 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Don’t know what to write about? Here are some suggestions: 

1) Write a letter to the editor. Praise or criticize an article, Comment on an 
editorial, speak your mind about anything having to do with numismatics 
in general, or numismtic bibliomania in particular. If you care to write long 
letters, we could start a “My Turn” column, modeled after the one in 
Newsweek, as a feature in every issue. 

2) If you get really ambitious, you could become a regular columnist. 
Actually, it is not terribly onerous to write 500 or so words four times a 
year. If only four of our 300 members would write one piece a year, we 
would have enough for a regular column. Any takers? 

3) Both President Kolbe and Past President Cal Wilson have suggested that 
those of us with a“’few miles on the odometer” should write about their 
experiences. Each one of us, but especially our older members, carry 
memories that are absolutely singular, and will die with us, if we don't 
commit them to paper. If only Edward Cogan, the brothers Chapman, or 
B. Max Mehl had done this, think of how much richer we all would be! 
Talk about the book prices way back when, the personalities you 
encountered, your finds, the “big ones” that got away, the humorous 
anecdotes ... the list of possibilities is endless. Are you reading this, 
FRANK and LAURESE KATEN? 
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4) Put something ‘on the record’. It was a common practice in the 19th 
century coin journals to write of new discoveries, so as to inform fellow 
collectors, and make a permanent contribution to knowledge. As 
President Kolbe aptly remarked in the last issue of The Asylum, this is an 
“age of discovery” for numismatic bibliophiles. When you discover a new 
fact, share it with us. To show you how simple it can be, your editor 
inaugurates an “on the record” column elsewhere in this issue. 

5) Reviewa book. This is a bibliophile’s journal, so let’s get literary! Reviewa 
new (or even an old) book, and send it in. Share your insights with all of us! 
Again, your editor makes a modest start on this practice elsewhere in this 
issue. 

6) Write an article. Think your idea is not worthy of an article in The Asylum? 
Well, what do you know? Try sending it in. The worst we can do is agree 
with you; more likely, however, we will encourage you to allow us to 
publish it! 


There is one eternal truth for an organization and journal as small as ours. 
If we sit back and wait for someone else to write our articles, there will be no 
articles, and thus no journal. Each and every member should feel responsible 
for writing at least one piece of some kind every year. Ladies and gentlemen: 
start your word processors! 


Now We Pause for a Commercial Break .. . 

That is to say, give the N.B.S. a break and buy an ad in The Asylum. Our 
rates are affordable, the income keeps the dues at a reasonable figure, and 
your ad is read by the most serious numismatic bibliophiles in America. See 
the section entitled “Advertising Rates and Conditions” elsewhere in this 
number for details on costs. Send all copy to the editor; you will be billed. And 
don't forget, we do have a classified ad section. If you have duplicates to sell, 
why not try that medium? 


Oops! 

In our last number, fellow member Jeff Brown authored an article on his 
discovery of an unusual variant edition of William West Bradbeer’s 
Confederate and Southern States Currency. Jeff appealed for research help, 
but his old address was inadvertently printed. So if you can help Jeff learn 
more about his Bradbeer, write him at his new digs: 

2530 Berryessa Road, Suite 112 
San Jose, CA 95132 


Good News from Boston! 

The following notice has already been published in Past President 
Wilson's estimable house organ, The Repository. Even though it is no longer 
news, your editor feels that the cause is so worthy, and John Adams’ request 
for help is so important, that we will run it in its entirety: 
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Volume II 


Ye author of “U.S. Numismatic Litérature, Volume I” has not been 
resting on his oars. Volume II, which will cover auction catalogs of the first 
half of the twentieth century, was begun more than three years ago. My 
initial focus has been on the tables, which are pure drudgery for me but, an 
absolute essential for those who do research. 

Well, most of the drudgery is now done, my blood is beginning to 
pound and George will have a manuscript by year end. For the next phase, 
which is a lot more fun, I also need a lot more help. Before I tell you what I 
need, let me list the cataloguers that will definitely be covered: 


G.C. Adams, A.N.A., Bluestone, Bolender, Green, Elder, 
Katen, Kosoff, Mehl, Merkin, New Netherlands, Wayte 
Raymond/U.S. Coin/Morgenthau, and Stacks. 


Probable starters include Bullowa, Kagin and Reed. Conceivable 
Starters include Federal, Fisher, French’s, Hesslein, Kabealo, Kelley, 
Riggs, Shultz, Sotheby and Webb. What Inow need from you bibliophiles 
is the following: 


1) Special editions of the “definites;”’ 
2) Any information on print runs and rarity; 


3) Strong individual sales not included under ‘‘definite.”’ There 
may be a Separate chapter for these; and, 


4) Pictures of Adams, Bluestone, Green and Reed. (Photos will 
be returned promptly. ) 


Later on, I will publish a list of “missing” sales. For the moment, the 
above requests should provide more than enough imposition on any of you 
so inclined. 

Many thanks for your help. 

John W. Adams 
One Liberty Square 
Boston, MA 02109 


WANTED 


Old Dealer Catalogs, Price Lists, House Organs, etc. 


featuring U.S. Coins. Send list with condition and 
prices to: 
David Sundman, 253 Union Street, 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 
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Department of Questionable Editorial Judgment 

It seems that the N.B.S. has had a wee bit of a problem in the past in 
processing subscriptions. Back in December, indefatigable bibliophile Remy 
Bourne sent in his yearly dues (and then some) along with a notarized 
document attesting that he had paid. The document is, through an inexpli- 
cable lapse in editorial judgment, reproduced below. As you can gather from 
the affectionate comments appended by his colleagues, Remy is universally 
admired. We can only say to Remy, “thank you” for your generosity; 
“touche” for your satirical point; and “don’t drink the coffee” if one of 
your friends fetches it for you. 
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Don Jose Toribio Medina: A Man For Any Reason. 
His Numismatic Works 


Carling Gresham (continued from last issue) 


V. REMARKS ON THE MEDINA BIBLIOGRAPHY 


This numismatic bibliography is an alpha extract from Appendix “A” of the 
work by Dr. Roberts, with alterations and additions by this writer. 


For simplicity, each publication has been assigned the alpha prefix, MNR, 
indicating, Medina, Numismatic, (as listed by) Roberts, ‘followed by numbers 
in an ascending order. It's believed that use of this system will facilitate 
correspondence between bibliophiles and numismatists. The numbers in 
brackets [000] following each entry are the numbers of copies published, when 
known. (Do not confuse with the curved style parentheses used for enclosing 
notes and comments such as this one.) 


Several phrases appearing in Medina’s books should be explained here: 
“Imprenta Elzeviriana’”’ indicates the book/title was printed on his second 
commercial press; the term appears on the title page of six of the works listed. 


Elzevir, sometimes spelled Elzeviere, and other ways, was a 17th Century 
Dutch family noted for their quality printing and their designs of printing type 
faces. One style carried the family name, and Medina bought a set of it during 
one of his European visits. (14) 


“Imprenta Particular’ was the imprint of Juan Borchert, used when he 
printed anonymously those articles and tracts he had “spirited’ 
from Medina, who, evidently, didn’t object to the practice. During the normal 
course of business, Borchert issued titles with the imprint of his commercial 
press, “El Globo.’’ (More about Borchert later.) 


“Impreso (y Grabado) en Casa del Autor” are the only other terms that the 
reader will encounter in Medina’s numismatic books, published by him. 
Questions have been raised as to whether or not Medina actually engraved 
(grabado) his plates as stated, due to a lack of adequate space in his home for 
the needed equipment. Aware of the man’s integrity, this writer accepts the 
statements at face, until other proof is presented. 


Medina’s first numismatic book, MNR-17, contains 94 plates without any 
text, which is a small mystery, for the man had, early on, demonstrated his 
penchant for thorough annotations; this was a characteristic of virtually all of his 
published works. 


It's conceivable that, in 1890-91, Medina was looking ahead to the day when 
he could publish texts relative to those “bare” plates, which is the way it 
evolved, in a sense. In later publications he wrote thoroughly about the coins 
and medals illustrated in MNR-17, however, there are no subsequent, direct 
references to the book. Maybe he published it “just to look at,’’ with the thought 
that the viewer could do his own research. 
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With the exceptions of his first two volumes, MNR-5 and -17, published in 
1900 and 1891 respectively, and one published in Buenos Aires in 1924, the 
balance of his numismatic books were published within the first 19 years of this 
century; seven were published in 1919, making that his most productive 
numismatic year. 


As recently as 1973, a cataloger claimed that Medina had written 21 
numismatic books, (15), however, this writer is unable to verify more than those 
listed herein. Medina printed/published only 13 numismatic books from his 
presses, and one, MNR-10, was printed in Buenos Aires; the six remaining are 
speeches, letters or articles, and none qualifies as a book, i.e., 24 pages or 
more. 


The same cataloger claimed, “I also acquired most of his books...” which 
simply isn't true, for Medina gave his vast library... more than 50,000 books and 
100,000 manuscripts! .. . to his native country. This writer has received reliable 
reports that the library remains intact in the Sala Medina, Biblioteca Nacional, 
Santiago de Chile. 


Possibly that cataloger intended to write, ‘I also acquired some of his 
numismatic books...” He certainly didn’t acquire’... most...” of Medina’s 
library, for it's safe in the museum. Of course, Dofia Mercedes’ nephew, a 
lawyer, was known to have inherited from her many books, coins, and medals, 


which had belonged to her husband. 


Harvard University and the John Carter Brown (U.) Library tried to purchase 
Medina’s library while he was still alive. Bromsen states, ‘Archer (M.) 
Huntington, bibliophile and founder of the Hispanic Society of America, offered 
Don Jose Toribio a half-million dollars for his library without the manuscripts.” 
(16) (Imagine, turning down a half-million dollars during the “Roaring 
Twenties!) 


Bromsen concluded, “Medina resolutely declined to sell the product of his 
life's hobby, preferring to leave it to his own people.” 


It's doubtful that the Chilean people, despite their many problems, would 
tolerate the dispersal of Medina’s bequest; it’s doubtful, too, that many coin 
dealers... probably not more than ten in this country .. . could afford the price of 
such a library. Regardless, it’s certainly one of the world’s greatest literary 
treasures, priceless and irreplaceable. 


VI. THE MEDINA NUMISMATIC BIBLIOGRAPHY 


MNR-1 Bibliogratia Numismatica Colonial Hispano-Americana. Santiago de 
Chile, MCMXII, Impreso en Casa del Autor. viii, 1(11), 198pp, illus. 
30cm. There're 397 entries in this pioneer effort, dating from 1556 to 
1818: included are Medina’s thoughtful and interesting comments, 
most of which add to the general information of the colonial era. [120] 
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MNR-2 


MNB-3 


MNR-4 


MNER-S 


MNER-6 


MNR-7 


MNR-8 


MNER-9 


El Escudo de Armas de Ia Ciudad Santiago de Chile. Santiago de 
Chile, 1910, Imprenta Particular. 11 pp, illus. 23.5cm. First published 
in the Introduction to Actas del Cabildo de Santiago durante el 
Periodo Llamado de la Patria Vija (1810-1814,) of which [800] copies 


were printed. This Borchert separate was an edition of three copies. [3] 


Manual Ilustrado de Numismatica Chilena. La Colonia. Santiago de 
Chile, 1919, Imprenta Elzeviriana. 19(1), illus. x pls. 24cm. Lists coins 
issued for colonial Chile during the reigns of Spanish kings from Philip 
V to Ferdinand VII, 1700-1817. [Estimate 150] 


Las Medallas Chilenas. Santiago de Chile, MCMI, Impreso en Casa 
del Autor. vi(1), 467pp, illus., 38 pls. 31.5cm. Lists 675 medals, many 
from Medina’s personal collection; notes and documents on the 
engravers are included. [300] 


Medallas Coloniales Hispano-Americanas. Santiago de Chile, 
MDM, (sic; should read MCM.) Impreso en Casa del Autor. viii, 
240pp, illus. 31.5cm. A list of 129 medals with full descriptions of 
metallic content, sizes, etc., with historical annotations. [250] 


Medallas Coloniales Hispano-Americanas. Nuevos Materiales para 
Su Estudio. Santiago de Chile, MCMXIX, Impreso en Casa del Autor. 
vi, (7), 24pp, illus. 30cm. This brief work adds to the information in 
MNB-5 and includes facsimiles of 20 medals. [150] 


Las Medallas de la Revolucion de la Independencia. Santiago de 
Chile, 1910, Imprenta Particular. 13pp, illus. 27cm. Thirteen pages of 
medals with descriptive notes. According to Roberts, Borchert issued 
another reprint in 1922. [Estimate 7] 


Medallas de Proclamaciones y Juras de los Reyes de Espafia en 
América. Santiago de Chile, 1917, Impreso en Casa del Autor. xx, 
332pp, illus. 30cm. This is Medina’s work that's so familiar to 
collectors around the world. It contains 430 medals, of which 241 had 
been published earlier by Adolfo Herrera in 1882. Thorough notations 
and very useful. [150] 

Las Medallas del Almirante Vernon. Santiago de Chile, MCMXIX, 
Imprenta Elzeviriana. xxii, 110pp, illus. 30cm. Describes 143 medals 
honoring the famous admiral. [100] 


MNR-10 Medallas Europeas Relativas a América. Buenos Aires, 1924, 


Talleres s.a. Casa Jacobo Peuser, Itda. 2, vii, 377pp, ill. 27.5cm. The 
only numismatic book written by Medina that was published outside of 
Chile. It contains descriptions and historical notes on 492 medals, 
most of which were in his collection. Medina never claimed this work 
listed all of the medals issued in Europe, relating to America. 


[Unknown] 
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MNR-11 Las Monedas Chilenas. Santiago de Chile, MCMII, Impreso y 
Grabado en Casa del Autor. cccvii, 238pp, 13 pls, errata. 3lcm. The 
plates are numbered I through V, then Va, VI, XIa, VII through XI, in 
that sequence. (Note: the lower case “a” used as Va and XIa are 
actually smaller capital letters on the plates.) This is one of the most 
comprehensive of Medina’s works, listing and describing thoroughly 
165 pieces of money. Medina relates the history of the mints in Latin 
America, biographies of the Spanish monarchs during whose reigns 
the money was issued, biographies of the engravers, and a history of 
Chile after the revolution began; 238 pages of documents are included 
in this massive work. (Note: the copy at Princeton is dated 1902, 
confirmed by this writer. Roberts had suggested another date.) [300] 


MNR-12 Las Monedas Coloniales de Chile. Santiago de Chile. MCMXIX, 
Imprenta Elzeviriana. 70pp, illus. 3lcm. A history with supporting 
documents. [150] 


MNR-13 Las Monedas Coloniales Hispano-Americanas. Santiago de Chile, 
MCMXIX, Imprenta Elzeviriana. viii, 406pp, (2), ill. 32cm. A true 
history of coinage in Spanish America, beginning with that which was 
used by native Americans. Medina documents the history of the 
foundation and operations of the banking houses and mints in 10 
cities; also, he included biographies of the engravers when he could 
locate them. Many supporting documents are reproduced, and 484 
coins are described. [150] 


MNR-14 Las Monedas Obsidionales de Chile. Santiago de Chile, MCMXIX, 
Imprenta Elzeviriana. 37pp, (2), illus. 30.5cm. Medina listed and 
described those pieces, which he claimed owed their existence to a 
state of war or other unusual circumstances. Chronologically, this 
appears to have been printed prior to the entry following, in which it 
was later incorporated. An examination of the two texts reveals many 
differences, however, it looks as if some paragraphs are identical, and 
were used in both books when printed. [150] 


MNR-15 Las Monedas Obsidionales Hispano-Americanas. Santiago de Chile, . 
MCMXIX, Imprenta Elzeviriana. 240pp, illus. 31.5cm. Medina 
described 355 “emergency” coins, many of which were minted in the 
nineteenth century. [150] 


MNR-16 Las. Monedas Usadas por los Indios de América al Tiempo de Su 
Descubrimiento segtin los Antiguos Documentos y Cronistas 
Espanoles. Buenos Aires, 1912, Impr. de Coni Hermanos. 14pp, (1), 
illus. 25.5cm. This is a print of a speech that Medina delivered during 
the 17th International Congress of Americanists, in Buenos Aires in 
1910. He based his remarks on comments he found in original works of 
some of the earliest explorers and conquerors, including Columbus. 
Bromsen states that [50] copies were printed. (17) 
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MNR-17 Monedas y Medallas Hispano-Americanas. Santiago de Chile, 
MDCCCXCI, Impreso y Grabado en Casa del Autor. No text, 94 
plates. 32cm. The plates are printed on both sides of each sheet of 
paper. This is Medina’s first numismatic work, and appears that some 
of the illustrations may have been taken from other works, however, it's 
difficult to determine. The sequential numbering of the plates, using 
Arabic and Roman numerals, is somewhat confusing, and belies the 
usually meticulous habits of the man. The correct sequence is: I-LVI, 


75-92, LXXV-XCIV. [Estimate 100] 


MNR-18 Numismatica Argentina. n.p. (Santiago de Chile), 1895, Imprenta 
Particular, n.p. This is a letter from Medina to Alejandro Rosa, 
discussing proclamation medals issued by Spanish kings for the 
viceroyalty of La Plata. It was also printed in a periodical in Buenos 
Aires in the same year. Roberts states that Borchert issued another 
reprint in 1922. [Estimate 7] 


MNB-19 La Primera Casa de Moneda Que Hubo en America. (in) Revista 
Chilena de Historia y Geografia, 3d qtr, 1911, p353-366. This is a 
history of the first banking house in America, founded in Santo 
Domingo by Sebastian Ramirez, who had been sent to the New World 


for that purpose. This article was incorporated later in MNR-13. 
[Unknown] 


MNR-20 E£] Origen de la Junta de Historia y Numismatica. (in) Revista de 
Derecho Historia y Letras, Buenos Aires, LXI, Sept., 1918, p57-60. 
Another of Medina’s letters that got into print,” this one addressed to 
Narciso Binaydn, concerning the founding of the Argentine Coin Club 
(Junta). [Unknown] 


VII. AN ANNOTATED REFERENCE BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY (18) 


Behar, D. y R. (David and Raul). Bibliografia Hispanoamericana. Buenos Aires, 
1947. 372pp, photographs, line drawings, two fold-out color plates and some 
ads. The authors have listed 3,618 entries, however, that figure is misleading as 
some of the entries have as many as 50 alpha and/or numeric suffixes; the total 
number of entries is probably closer to 5,000. A “general” bibliography, the 
entries range from bare titles to those with copious annotations. The format is 
somewhat confusing, but the book is a very useful tool for the researcher. Five 
pages and sixty-odd entries are devoted to Medina. Primarily in Spanish. [500] 
(19) 


Binayan, Narciso. Centenario de José Toribio Medina 1852-1952. Exposicion 
Bibliografia y Numismatica. Buenos Aires, 1952, 25pp, illus. Lists 110 citations 
and a brief bibliography in the two fields of the title. Usefulness is hampered by 
a lack of adequate annotations. In Spanish. [510] 
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Borchert, Juan. Opusculos Varios de J. T. Medina, Reunidos y Editados por 
Juan Borchert. Santiago de Chile, 1926. 303pp. An anthology of 30 articles 
by Medina, of which only four pertain to numismatics; XII, XIII, XIV, and XXIX, 
corresponding to, respectively, MNR-18, -7, -2, and -20. This writer has 
learned very little about Borchert, a Franco-Chilean, who was a friend and 
admirer of Medina, and an experienced printer. Evidently he “got his jollies” by 
printing brief, valuable tracts in very small quantities. His ‘Imprenta 
Particular’, (printed privately,) appears on those articles cited above as 
separately printed pamphlets, MNR-20 having been printed in an edition 
of only one [l] copy! According to Roberts, Borchert printed separately 
at least 16 of Medina’s speeches, letters or articles, with five copies being 
the average number published. Obviously, all are difficult to locate, 
including this entry. This is the first of a three-volume set, but only one copy 
was issued of the other two. In Spanish. [100] 


Bromsen, Maury. “José Toribio Medina.” (in) The South Atlantic Quarterly, vol. 
XLIV, No. 3, July, 1945, p316-326. A concise, well-written biography by a 
student of Chilean history and culture who lived and worked in the country; one 
of the very few articles in English found by this writer. Bromsen is the donor of the 
Bromsen Medina Collection (named in memory of his father,) in the rare book 
collection in the library of the University of Florida, which this writer has used so 
often. (The press run of the magazine is unknown, however, Bromsen had a 
separate printed edition of [100] copies.) 


Bromsen, Maury A. (Ed.) José Toribio Medina, Humanist of the Americas, An 
Appraisal. The Pan American Union, Washington, D.C., 1960. 295pp, illus. This 
book is a compilation of 18 papers delivered during the Medina Centennial 
Celebration, which was held in Washington, D.C., November 6-8, 1952. It’s 
probably the most comprehensive assessment of Medina written in any 
language. The names of some of the authors of the papers reads like a “Who's 
Who" in history and literature, and includes: Martin Gunside, Charles E. Kany, 
Charles M. Lancaster, Paul T. Manchester, Robert I. Nesmith, (representing the 
ANS,) Abraham A. Neuman, Federico de Onis, Sarah E. Roberts, Arturo Torres- 
Rioseco, Arthur P. Whitaker, Irene A. Wright, and Lawrence C. Wroth. Bromsen 
was the Executive Secretary of the Organizing Committee of the event; 
unquestionably, he’s the leading authority on Medina, at least, in North 
America. In English. [1,500] 


Chiappa, Victor M., and Felit Cruz, Guillermo. Catalogo de las Publicaciones 
de José Toribio Medina (1873-1914). Santiago de Chile, 1924, Imprenta 
Cervantes. 77pp, 307 titles in chronological order. It's difficult for this writer to 
determine the precise history of this book; the first 226 entries were published 
by Chiappa prior to 1924 in two magazine articles, and in book form with a 
slightly different title. In 1924 Feliu Cruz added 81 titles to Chiappa’s numbers 
(to 307,) then had the whole printed in book form. Annotations are plentiful, 
however, some entries are bare titles only; still, a useful work. In Spanish. (This 
writer's copy indicates that [100] copies were printed, but the total of all editions 
will exceed that number.) 
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Clain-Stefanelli, Elvira. Select Numismatic Bibliography. New York, 1965. (10), 
406pp, 4,762 entries, excluding biographies and obituaries. Now a “standard” 
reference, but contains a grievous error, (20,) about Medina’s books, 
considering the resources available to the author. (The entire Library of 
Congress!) In English. [Unknown] 


Feliu Cruz, Guillermo. Bibliografia de Don José Toribio Medina. Santiago de 
Chile, 1931. 18lpp. This work extends the chronological entries of 
Chiappa/Feliu Cruz, above, from 308 to 408. It's fully annotated... excessively 
so, as a matter of fact. This entry and the one under Chiappa are considered by 
many scholars to be the “standard’’ references on Medina’s works, despite 
errors of commission and omission. In Spanish. [360] 


Ferrari, Jorge N. Bibliografia Argentina Numismatic y Medallistica. Buenos 
Aires, 1977. 356pp., 2,151 entries adequately annotated. This book isn’t listed in 
the cross refence table, below, as it cites only three of Medina’s works, i.e., 
MNR-16, -10 and -18, corresponding to Ferrari numbers 58, 935 and 952, 
respectively. While limited toArgentine authors and publications, the book is a 
very useful numismatic bibliography. In Spanish. [Unknown] 


Grierson, Philip. Bibliographie Numismatique. Bruxelles, 1979, 2nd ed., 359pp, 
advertisements. Contains only six citations for Medina with a very few 
unsatisfactory annotations. The entries aren't in any semblance of logical 
sequence, alpha, numeric or chronological. A disappointing bibliography, 
considering the author's experience and capabilities. In French. [Unknown] 


James, Concha Romero. “Don José Toribio Medina: Man and Scholar.” (in) 
Bulletin of the Pan American Union, LXV, Jan., 1931, p4-9. Roberts states, ‘The 
article cited here is the best one in English on Medina’s life, works and 
character. Also in Spanish Bulletin, LXV, May, 1931, p449-55.’’ (21) This writer 
hasn't seen the article cited, and its use here is for reference purposes only. 


[Unknown] 


Mateu y Llopis, Felipe. Bibliografia de la Historia de Espana. Madrid, 1958. 
XV, 140pp. Ten valid references to Medina, but two glaring errors. The first 
reference, p3ll, was not the work of Medina, but was published by the 
Superintendencia de la Casa de Moneda y Especies valoradas. The first entry 
on page 334 probably was copied from Sigler, #1725, (22), but ‘there ain't no 
such animal.” (Apparently Sigler translated the title into English, and Mateu 
copied it into his book.) Adequately annotated, but nonsequential entries. 
Again, disappointment from an experienced, capable author. One would think 
a Spaniard would have been more careful with an ethnic cousin of the New 


World. In Spanish. [Unknown] 
Ramos, Roberto. Bibliografia de Don José Toribio Medina. Mexico City, 1953. 


44pp. Some decent annotations, but many are just bare entries. Another 
competent author, but one who, evidently, was trying to get his book into print to 
coincide with the Medina Centennial Celebration. He should have taken more 
time with his work for the book is, basically, one of the more complete 
numismatic (but not exclusively,) bibliographies on Medina, lacking only three 
citations. In Spanish. [100] 
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Roberts, Sarah Elizabeth. José Toribio Medina, His Life and Works. 
Washington, D.C., 1941. 192pp. After more than 40 years, still the only definitive 
bio-bibliography in English, located by this writer; technically superseded by 
the entry following, (Schaible,) which is in Spanish. Based on Chiappa and 
Feliu Cruz, Roberts wrote this dandy little book for her master’s thesis. (Also, 
she received her doctorate while studying under the tutelage of the late Prof. 
Alva C. Wilgus, the eminent Latin American historian.) Dr. Roberts is now 
retired from the U.S. State Department. In English. [Unknown] 


Schaible, Carl H. Bibliogratia de José Toribio Medina. Santiago de Chile, 1952, 
(ie., 1958.) xviii, 251 pp, (3), 2 engrv. 448 chronological entries, of which the last 
40 are Medina’s works published posthumously. The book is fully annotated 
and completely updated; it corrects Chiappa and Felit Cruz, and should be 
considered as the “final’’ authority on Medina’s works. Apparently this book, 
too, was scheduled for publication to coincide with the Medina Centennial 
Celebration, however, it was destined to be six years late. Published only ina 
deluxe edition, the book is a superb work of art . . . the epitome of the printers’ 
and binders’ crafts. It's printed on beautiful, handmade, watermarked paper, 
contains excellent typesetting with ample “white space,” and is bound 
handsomely. Unfortunately, it's exceedingly difficult to locate a copy, and once 
found, the potential buyer will discover that it's devilishly expensive. Any 
bibliophile would be proud to own this book. In Spanish. [200] 


VIII. CROSS REFERENCES 


Chiappa/ Clain- 
Behar Binayan F.Cruz_ Stefanelli Grierson Mateu Ramos Schaible 


MNF-1 2600 66 210 3230 p213 pl2 32 204 
MNRF-2 --- --- 390 --- --- --- 90 349 
MNEF-3 --- 76 267 3251 --- --- 148 298 
MNRF-4 3516 37 134 4158 --- p334 154 114 
MNEF-5 3918 36 124 4157 p267 p334 152 107 
MNRF-6 3519 80 272 4157 --- --- 153 264 
MNR-7 --- 88 290 --- --- --- --- 348 
MNRF-8 3520 74 255 4159 p267 p334 155 246 
MNR-9 3921 77 269 4205 --- p334 156 299 
MNRF-10 3515 92 316 4160 --- p334 157 319 
MNEF-11 3517 38 137 2504 p2l5 p3ll 163 115 
MNF-12 3522 78 270 3250 --- --- 161 260 
MNF-13 3523 79 271 3231 p2l3 p229 162 261 
MNR-14 3524 81 273 29505 --- --- 164 262 
MNEF-15 3529 82 274 3232 p2l3 p229 165 263 


MNR-16 3527 61 211 --- --- --- 166 207 
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MNERE-17 3526 12 54 --- --- p229 167 60 
MNR-18 —---- 87 66 Sen we ee 178 74 
MNR-19—---- 63 4 aa ee: ee es fore 198 
MNR-20 --- 85 278 se: 2S a: ane 254 
(“p” = page no.) 
IX. EPILOG 


Eighty-three institutions participated in the Medina Centennial Celebration 
in 1952, in some fashion or another. Thinking that those institutions might have 
some of Medina’s numismatic books on hand, this writer sent out 81 inquiry 
letters, together with a form printed post card, stamped and addressed; 
Medina’s 20 numismatic publications were listed on the card, with a request 
that the recipients indicate which titles they had on hand, and quantities. Thirty- 
eight of the cards were returned. (One wonders what became of the remainder?) 


That information, plus other sources “south of the border,” forms the basis 
for the following rarity rating. Trying to establish such a scale is a risky 
endeavor with such meager information at hand, but where does one begin? 
Simply, with what is at hand. 


Recently, a survey request was printed in another journal, asking that 
readers/members inform this writer of any of Medina’s numismatic books they 
had on hand. There were no responses to the appeal. If, now, anyone wants to 
report their holdings for inclusion in a revision, contact this writer; reports will 
remain strictly confidential. 


There’re publication figures for only 13 of the 20 books/articles written by 
Medina, therefore, readers must do their own interpolating, i.e, make an 
educated guess. If, at a later date, more information is acquired, which will 
call for a revision of these figures, it will be published in The Asylum. 


Readers should be warned that the rarity scale is a projection based on 
copies located versus the number printed, however, it must be remembered that 
publication figures are lacking for seven titles. This problem . . . projection 
without base figures . . . was overcome by simply guessing at the numbers 
published, based on several relative factors. Readers with a mathematical bent 
may project their own rarity scale! 


Following the rarity scale is a list of known locations and numbers of copies 
of these books and pamphlets. Of the 38 replies to the survey, only 21 indicated 
any titles on hand. Three institutions known to hold some of Medina’s books 
didn't respond to the survey, but Roberts’ earlier figures were used. Discerning 
readers will note that the survey doesn't include any private holdings, although 
this writer knows of three locations. 


It should be obvious to the reader that any of Medina’s books are rare, due to 
the small number published originally; too, “time” will have taken its share of 
victims. Someone has said, Everything is relative...’ and it's certainly true in this 
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instance. How, though, does one rate the rarity of two copies of a book, 
considering that the maximum number of one of its companion titles is only 15? 
Despite the small base, it’s believed these figures will remain valid. 


RARITY Rl, (11-15 copies): MNR-3, 5, 10, 11, 12, 14, 17. 
RARITY R2, (6-10 copies): MNR-1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20. 
RARITY R38, (1-5 copies): MNR-2, 7, 18. 


Known Public Locations of Medina’s Numismatic Works: 
(Including the total [number] of copies and the MNR-#) 
American Antiquarian Society: [1]; MNR-1. 

American Numismatic Society: [17]; MNR-11, 13-18. 

Duke University: [7]; MNR-4, 9-10, 13, 17, 19-20. 

Free Public Library of Philadelphia: [1]; MNR-4. 

Harvard University: [13]; MNR-4-5, 8-15, 17, 19-20. 
Hispanic Society of America: [15]; MNR-1, 3, 5-6, 8[2], 9-17. 
Indiana University: [12]; MNR-1, 3, 5-6, 10-11, 15-17, 19-20. 
Library of Congress: [17]; MNR-1, 3-6, 8-17, 19-20. 

New York City Public Library: [15]; MNR-1, 3-6, 8-17. 
Newberry Library: [9]; MNR-5, 8, 10, 12-17. 

Peabody Institute Library: [1]; MNR-9. 

Princeton University: [8]; MNR-3, 10-15, 17. 

Tulane University: [1]; MNR-19. 

University of California at Berkeley: [5]; MNR-9, 10[2], 11, 16. 
University of Chicago: [1]; MNR-19. 

University of Colorado: [1]; MNR-20. 

University of Florida: [13]; MNR-1-3, 7-8, 10, 12-14, 16-17, 19-20. 
University of Michigan: [3]; MNR-3, 12, 17. 

University of North Carolina: [3]; MNR-3, 10, 19. 
University of Pennsylvania: [3]; MNR-4, 10-11. 

University of Texas: [19]; MNR-1, 3-20. 


The following were taken taken from Roberts’ compilation: 

Boston Public Library: [2]; MNR-4, 17. 

Columbus Memorial Library, Pan-American Union: [3]; MNR-3, 10-11. 
John Carter Brown (U.) Library: [1]; MNR-10. 


(Note: Reprints were not tabulated, but six institutions indicated they had reprints 
of MNR-8. MNR-16, as reported by the University of California, is contained 
within a copy of Borchert’s anthology.) 


NOTES 

14. As recently as 1968 there was a publishing house in Amsterdam operating 
under the name ‘Elsevier’; it is unknown if the owners are descendants 
of the Elzevir family, but it seems likely. 

15. Almanzar, op. cit., on the title pages of both auction catalogs. 

16. Bromsen, op. cit., p325. 

17. In a telephone conversation with this writer in April, 1982. 

18. With the exceptions of the Borchert and James references, copies of all of 
the books listed are in this writer's library. 
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ON THE RECORD Joel J. Orosz 

When Steve Ivy and Jim Halperin merged their respective firms in 1983 to 
become Heritage Rare Coin Galleries, they created (unintentionally, we are sure) a 
few headaches for future researchers in this series. Allow us to place a few obscure 
facts regarding their publications “‘on the record”. 

The first Heritage emission was a list entitled, appropriately enough, “The 
First-Ever 16 Special Offerings from Heritage.” It was printed on a 25/2” x I” 
glossy-stock sheet, twice folded, and mailed in August of 1983. 

The Heritage Mail Bid Auctions are very tricky, for with one exception, they 
lack a rational emission sequence. The following list is believed to be correct: 


1) Mail Bid Sale; Summer, 1984. Closing date: July 9, 1984. 838 lots. 
The first Mail Bid Sale, though not labeled as such. 

2) Mail Bid Auction Number 2; October 2, 1984. Closing date: October 
12, 1984. 849 lots. 

3) Mail Bid Sale; Winter, 1984. Closing date: January 4, 1985. 749 lots. 
The third Mail Bid Sale, though not labeled as such. 

4) Mail Bid Sale; Spring, 1985. Closing date: May 3, 1985. 984 lots. 
The fourth Mail Bid Sale, though not labeled as such. 

5) Mail Bid Sale; Fall, 1985. Closing date: November 25, 1985. 574 lots. 
The fifth Mail Bid Sale, though not labeled as such. 

6) Mail Bid Sale; Summer, 1986. Closing date: July 7, 1986. 1058 lots. 
The sixth Mail Bid Sale, though not labeled as such. 


Finally an anomaly in the numbering of the Heritage Numismatic Journal must 
be noted. Both the Fall, 1984 and the Winter, 1985 issues are labeled as vol. V, 
no. 1. The “Winter, 1985” designation is itself wrong, for the number in question was 
printed in January of 1985. Hence the proper labeling should be: 


Winter, 1984 
Fall, 1984 Vol. IV, No. 4 or Vol. V. No. 1 


Spring, 1985 


JOURNAL REVIEW: 


The Journal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society Joel J. Orosz, Ph.D . 
editor’s note: Fellow N.B.S. member David W. Lange has recently been appointed 
editor of the Journal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society. He has sent us the 
most recent number of that periodical (and the first produced under his direction ) for 
review in The Asylum. Our critique follows: 


The April, 1986 number of the Journal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 
should make new editor David W. Lange proud. The quality of the articles is truly 
first-rate. The best known contributor to the issue is A.N.A. Governor Bill Fivaz, 
who offered a condensed seminar on the grading of the Indian Head Five-Cent piece 
and the Winged Liberty Dime. Jerry F. Schimmel contributed an interesting look at 
a San Francisco token, Don T. Thrall authored a nicely-illustrated article on bank- 
premium tokens, and Stephen M. Huston penned an informative piece correlating 
the dates of the apparitions of Halley’s Comet with the appearance of Comets on 
European coins and tokens. David Lange himself contributed a most fascinating 
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article about the opening of the San Francisco Municipal Railway in 1912, 
relating how the initial fares were paid with some of the first 40 1912-S dimes 
struck at the San Francisco Mint that year. All in all, there can be little com- 
plaint over ther scholarship or readability of the writing of this issue. 

If, however, one is willing to descend to nitpicking, it is possible to find fault with 
the Journal. We were surprised to see, for instance, in the Fivaz article, the colloquial 
(and incorrect) terminology “Buffalo Nickel” and “Mercury Dime”. Then, too, there 
is the matter of the Journal’s numbering system. It is merely a consecutive count of 
numbers issued; for example, the April, 1986 issue is simply “No. 7”. Such a system 
conveys no notion of the number of years that the Journal has been established, nor of 
the number of issues published in any given year. This will certainly prove infuriating 
to future bibliographers who will wish that the standard “volume and number” 
labeling system had been employed. 

I am certain you will agree, however, that these are trivial quibbles; indeed the 
overall quality of the Journal renders them virtually irrelevant. The Journal is 
published quarterly; a one-year subscription, including membership in the P.C.N.S. is 
$7.50. If you wish further information, contact David W. Lange at: 

P. O. Box 3497 
San Francisco, CA 94119 


THE LAST WORD by Your Editor 


Former editor Carling Gresham was fond of saying that the editor always has the 
last word, and we intend to institutionalize that fact on this page in this number, and in 
issues to come. The opinions herein contained are the editor’s alone, and should not be 
construed to be the official position of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 

If you read the editorial entitled “Of Ruff, Ire, and a Free Press” in the June 4, 
1986 issue of Coin World, you learned that: 


...the A.N.A., in issuing its invitation to Howard Ruff to 
speak at its convention in Salt Lake City, set specific 
parameters. According to A.N.A. Executive Director 
Ruthann Brettell, Ruff was told he could not say anything 
“negative about coins or coin dealers.”’ 


No matter what one may think of Howard Ruff’s opinions of coins and coin 
dealers, this action by the A.N.A. displayed contempt for the principle of academic 
freedom and violated Ruff’s First Amendment right to free expression. And don’t 
forget our rights. In telling Mr. Ruffwhat he could not say, the A.N.A. was telling 
us what we could not hear. 

Bibliophiles such as ourselves should feel especially threatened. The A.N.A. is 
attempting to suppress ideas, and what are books but ideas made tangible? If certain 
ideas are considered too dangerous to be discussed, might not these ideas also be too 
dangerous to be read? Will we soon see books and periodicals critical of coin 
dealers removed from the A.N.A. Library? 

We already have laws that define the permissable limits of free speech. We 
do not need the A.N.A. to expand upon them. The Asylum has been and will continue 
to be dedicated to the principles of free speech, open inquiry and academic freedom. 
This is our credo. Let us hope, for all of our sakes, that the A.N.A. decides to 
adopt this credo in the near future, for certainly, they are not subscribing to it now. 
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WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 


or 
Single Titles 


Call or Write 
CAL WILSON 


38228 Glenmoor Dr. 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


Good as it is to inherit a library, 


it is better to collect one. 
Augustine Birrell (1885-1933) 


THE AdYLCw 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


mmm 
Volume IV, No. 3 Autumn, 1986 


Inside: 


REMY BOURNBP’S address to the 1986 N. B. S. meeting rises again, as 
“Overview of Obscure Numismatic Periodicals” begins on .. . . page 10 


MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN zeroes in on one not-so-obscure periodical — 
read “You Name It”’ starting on 


sh ente isis) s) a\ies is’ '6, 6: 6 (0) Je) ceiretie ‘elie: ve} 1e: Ya vee: omens, 


REINHOLD JORDAN tells us about the “big one that didn’t get away,” 
in “The Kind of Telephone Calls I Like” ..........-......-- 


CARLING GRESHAM sharpens his satirical knives in ™ ‘Professionals’, 
Pet Rocks, Pet Food and Pet Peeves,’’ which begins slashing on . . . page 22 


EOE G1 E GitOta te ke ee oc ee ee Cee te wake page 3 
Preview of Coming Attractions ...............655 +e sere eee page 3 
MreticrsatOi tlie Ee GItOL aaa fee Oe ES HE eee eee page 4 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society News ............----++-- page 8 
On the Record by David W. Lange............-------2005 page 23 
Reviews 
Murray Teigh Bloom, The Man Who Stole Portugal. 
ByawW ayne Ka Hompete. ermine ee: ee. cee page 23 


Harrington E. Manville and Terence J. Robertson, British Numis- 
matic Auction Catalogues, 1710-1984. 
by Randolph; Zander. y.ge esse ee ero page 24 


Glassified*AdvettisementS. 8s a re page 28 
nepeast. WOlId. 5. ee ae ee A Me acoaae  SOI IER page 26 
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From the Editor 


What a difference two months can make! In mid-July, our problem was survival: 
in mid-September it is complacency! Last issue’s “Articles of War” produced a 
phenomenal response from our membership: enough material for this thick issue 
and for the next one! Carling Gresham led the charge with two articles, and Reinhold 
Jordan won the prize for distance by sending his contribution all the way from 
Schweinfurt. Moreover, we have quality as well as quantity; Ithink you will agree with 
us that these are very respectable submissions. More good news; advertising (over 
and above our stalwart “‘regulars’’) has begun to trickle in. These dollars, in effect, 
subsidize our dues and keep membership in the N.B.S. within the reach of everyone. 

Our only remaining enemy is complacency. We are only one issue ahead, so keep 
that copy coming! With regard to advertising, allow us to wax poetical: 


Keep our dues one-third those of the A.N.A. 
Take out an ad in The Asylum today! 


And now a final word on this subject from Carling Gresham: 


We NEED editorial copy for the coming issues. Look, if you 
people will just put the bare facts on paper and send it to Joel 
he'll take care of the rest!! NOT TO WORRY about 
punctuation, grammar, etc. for that’s HIS job ... editing. 
Remember, Hemingway said it best ... “Behind every 
successful author there’s an editor saying ‘Jesus Ernest! Kan’t 
you spell anything korreckly?’ ~ Joel will try to make 
Hemingways out of ALL of you, but you’ve GOT to give 
HIM a chance! Try it! You'll like it! 


Thanks, Carling, “truer words were never spoke’. Now hear this, all prospective 
Hemingways: we need a review of Vol.1 No. 1 of The New England Journal of 
Numismatics. We would love to publish it in the next number, so hurry! 


PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Winter, 1986 


Fart two (and moral) of Carling Gresham's ** ‘Professionals’, Pet Rocks, Pet Food and 
Pet Peeves’ ” 

“Saga of Utah’s Largest Manhunt” by Harry F. Campbell (a true incident from the 
copper mines that supplied the mint’s needs) 

A reprint of James C. Risk’s “Some Particular Advice to Those About to Start a 
Collection of Coins” with introductory remarks by Marvin Kay, M.D. 

An “On the Record” about Edmund Farwell Slafter’s “The Vermont Coinage,” by Robert 
Wester. 
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Spring, 1987 
“Research: Necessity, Curiosity, and a Roll of the Dice...” by Carling Gresham. 


Sometime in 1987 
Keith N. Kelman will tell how he collected one of the finest American numismatic libraries 
ever assembled. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
To the editor: 

Let me congratulate you on the completion of your first outing 
as editor of The Asylum. It is a fine piece of work, and I am 
particularly gratified to see that our publication retains its lively 
character. 

Let me also express my thanks for your review of The Journal Of 
The Pacific Coast Numismatic Society. Comments from those not 
directly involved with the project are particularly useful. Since your 
observations raise a number of questions, I would like to utilize this 
forum to address same. 

You expressed dislike for the use of the popular terms “Buffalo 
Nickel” and “Mercury Dime”. While I must admit that I too 
sometimes cringe at the commonplace usage of the slang * Buffs” and 
“Merc”, the choice to describe such pieces as Buffalo Nickels and 
Mercury Dimes was the author's own and, I believe, these terms are 
likely to be the ones most recognizable to those for whom such an 
article is intended, that is, the collector of limited expertise. 

Regarding The Journal’s system of numbering, in a strictly 
Sequential manner without reference to volume, I will take the easy 
way out and plead my innocence. To borrow from the popular token, 
“1 follow in the steps of my illustrious predecessor”. In fairness to the 
past editor, I must say also that Isee no harm in excluding asystem of 
numbering by volume. It has been my observation that a great many 
publications which have adhered to the concept of volumes have been 
published at such irregular intervals as to make the system 
meaningless. 

I welcome any questions or comments from the readers of The 
Asylum. 

David W. Lange 
San Francisco, California 


To the editor: 

I have found that when buying books for my collection that it is 
better to buy any way but at auction. 

When you buy at auction the prices you have to pay are completely 
out of line (inflated), plus the fact that the major dealers charge you 
postage, handling. shipping and a buyer's fee. 

When you buy privately you can bargain and get a better price. 
Also, there are book dealers who will give you a discount. I also find 
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there are better prices available from the smaller dealers. 

The other thing is [that] when you bid at auction in mail bid sales 
and enter a low bid, the larger dealers say that any unreasonable bid 
will not be considered; however, they never say what an unreasonable 
bid is. 

Jules J. Bloch II 

Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania 

Jules Bloch has raised some interesting points. This space is open 
for replies from dealers. - - ed. 


To the editor: 

Well I came, saw your ad, and was conquered. This all occurred in 
November, 1985. Now and then I wondered if I would ever hear 
anything from the N.B.S. I finally assumed I was dealing with a 
cousin of a pornography dealer and I kissed my $7.50 goodbye. 

Now it appears I must reassess my position. While $7.50 seems a 
bit steep for one issue of The Asylum, I’ve promptly shot off $22.75 
for all the back issues. Now you’ve got to admit I’m a bibliomaniac! 
Well, I’ve recently added more bookcases and the empty space 
offends me. 

I will attempt to begin to start to think about writing something for 
our publication. However, I’m not sure that anybody who would 
publish my drivel would command my respect. 

R.A. Taylor 

Salinas, California 

Welcome aboard, R.A., and send us that article. We can appreciate 

your parting shot; as Groucho Marx once said, “I wouldn't belong to 
a club that would have me.” 


To the editor: 

Recently I experienced a great personal tragedy. I lost my entire 
numismatic and philatelic library, including many rare editions. I also 
lost part of my numismatic collection, all of my philatelic collection 
and all of my deltiology collection. I feel I must write to warn other 
collectors. What happened to me could happen to them. 

I lived in Bloomington, Ind. As the reader may know, it is the seat 
of Indiana University, the largest state university in Indiana. During 
the 1960s there was much student unrest, and as in several other 
university towns across the country, student activists took over the 
city government. 

In Bloomington one of their first acts was to pass a housing- 
inspection ordinance, the purpose being to upgrade all rental housing 
for the benefit of tenants, especially student tenants. Over the years I 
passed three such inspections with no trouble. But people have a 
tendency to move on. Eventually all the student activists left town and 
the local yokels again gained control of the city government. On my 
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fourth inspection I was ordered to get rid of all books. Books, I was 
told, “are a fire hazard.” I fought the decision unsuccessfully, and 
the end result was that I left Bloomington, Ind., in one night with just 
what I could carry with me to avoid arrest. 

As I see it there are two lessons in my experience for other 
hobbyists. They are: 

1. Never live in a city or town that has been taken over by college 
students. 

2. Never live in a city or town that has mandated periodic housing 
inspections. Hobbyists and all others with intellectual interests will 
be fair game. Ignorance will be enforced. 


Edward B. Kirk 
Largo, Fla. 


Editor's Note: We are indebted to Board Member Mary Leeuw for 
bringing this sad story, published in the August 19, 1986 number of 
World Coin News, to our attention. 


To the editor: 

I rarely write letters of this sort, but your pleas and threats are so 
persuasive that I am unable to contain myself. The following 
questions, thoughts and concerns will quickly establish my status as a 
novice bibliomaniac. The fact that I have been able to maintain my 
status as anovice, despite membership in the NBS from its beginning, 
may well be regarded as a perverse accomplishment of some note. If 
nothing else, this letter will probably cure you of ever again making 
indiscriminate requests for correspondence. 

It appears to me that there are many more bibliophiles than those 
who are members of NBS. If this weren’t the case, there probably 
wouldn’t be enough business to support the many numismatic book 
sellers currently in operation. Can we ask that the numismatic book 
dealers include a word of encouragement and perhaps a membership 
application in their next sale catalogs? Maybe they would be willing 
to donate a mailing list and you could send everyone asample copy of 
the current issue of The Asylum. It doesn’t seem to me that book 
dealers would see anything but positive fallout for themselves as a 
result of their active support of the Society. 

It seems to me that controversy is a healthy manifestation of the 
diverse interests of many in this hobby. Certainly, Cal Wilson and 
Carling Gresham have done their part in the recent past. I also think it 
was healthy for Coin World to give as much space as they did to 
Howard Ruff’s comments. Some of the dealer response was painfully 
self-serving and, in my opinion, out of order. That same dealer mind- 
Set is certainly a part of the position taken by the ANA as outlined in 
your editorial. Cal Wilson has, indeed, proven to be a prophet. He has 
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long been concerned with the degree of control exercised over the 
ANA by the large dealers. After reading what those dealers had to 
say in Coin World about Howard Ruff, it is no surprise that they 
might attempt to exercise as much censorship as possible through the 
organization they control (ANA). Recent developments also indicate 
to me that dealer attempts to influence and control the ANA go well 
beyond censorship. 

If the truth were known, Howard Ruff probably struck some 
very responsive chords in the hearts of many collectors. Whether 
dealers like to hear it or not, they are not the univers ally benevolent 
group they would have you believe them to be. I have been ripped off 
by coin dealers. When I said so, who paid attention? Ruff certainly 
got some attention. I’ll admit that in the case of ordinary coin sales, as 
long as I returned the merchandise within the proper period of time, 
either my credit card account was credited or the money refunded 
within 30-60 days. Of course, that is nothing like the immediate 
payment the dealer insisted upon in order to ship the coins to start 
with. 

More to the point, in auction situations there is rarely any redress 
available. What can be done about over-rated, over-graded, over- 
described books which are offered in mail bid sales? Should the NBS 
consider the role of arbitrator? 

I have lots of questions. Perhaps some of the following would be 
of interest to more than just a few of the members: 

1. Is there a standard for what an adequate auction catalog 
description of a book should include? Should the NBS adopt a 
standard as a service to buyers and sellers alike? 

2. What is an appropriate or recommended format for an 
inventory card that would include all appropriate data on a given 
volume that a collector should want to include in a permanent record? 

3. How important are Prices Realized Lists in auction catalog 
collecting? Does a clearing house for PRLs exist? Is there a dealer 
who specializes in this? Is there, in fact, a market for PRLs alone? 
Does amarket exist for reproductions of PRLs? Does the presence or 
absence of a PRL affect the price of a given catalog? Should it? How 
much? What is the pricing effect of a reproduced (photocopied) PRL 
as a part of an auction catalog offering, as opposed to the original 
PRE? 

4. Would the NBS recommend a general reference (the so-called 
definitive work or standard) on book collecting? Is there a general 
reference that devotes itself specifically to numismatic book 
collecting? 

5. Is there any source of broad spectrum information on rarity 
scales and rarity guides? Do researchers and authors simply develop 
their own? Is there a standard rarity scale or guide for coins? Is there a 
standard scale for books and literature? Has anyone ever attempted to 
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compile and compare on a relative basis many of the different rarity 
guides and scales that appear in literature in general? Is this an 
appropriate subject for a research project? 
If there is a grain of interest or substance in anything I have said, 
I'd be happy to pursue it at your suggestion. 
Leo J. Guibault, Jr. 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Editor's note: A “grain of interest”? How about a whole beach? Leo 
has raised any number of very important questions. We urge each 
one of you to ponder these questions and send us your opinions. 
(You, too, Leo)! If we can get a lively interchange going, we will all 
be the richer for it. 


Numismatic Bibliomania Society News 


NBS ANNUAL MEETING 
August 6, 1986 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

The eighth annual meeting of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society was called to 
order at 8:15 p.m. by President George Kolbe. 

Denis Loring offered a short presentation regarding the Superior auction of the 
Robinson Brown collection, and told the attendees that, in addition to the regular issue 
catalogue prepared for the sale, Superior will be publishing ten copies in a deluxe 
edition. Nine of these pieces will be issued as presentation copies to the owner of the 
collection, principals of the auction firm, and cataloguers. The final deluxe copy will 
be offered as the last lot in the sale and will be sold to the highest bidder. 

Board member and past editor Carling Gresham issued a plea for articles to be 
published in The Asylum. 

Member Mark Auerbach updated the audience with regard to Martin Gengerke’s 
latest edition of ** American Numismatic Auctions,” and encouraged all members to 
provide Martin with any available information not presently included in his work. 

Member John Bergman gave a brief talk on his collecting areas, and displayed a 
number of lovely books from his library. Included were several pieces which 
represented outstanding bindings, and an original Snowden on Washington Medals, 
which is totally original, and appeared to have been made yesterday. 

The keynote speaker at the meeting was charter member Remy Bourne. 
Following Remy’s talk, there was a round of open discussion from the membership. 
One of the main topics centered around the possibility of having additional meetings 
of the NBS in conjunction with such major numismatic conventions as the ANA mid- 
year or the New York International Coin Show in December. Cal Wilson suggested 
that some of the “driving forces” in various geographic regions could intitiate 
meetings at major conventions around the country. He pointed out that several such 
gatherings had been held during the Long Beach shows, with attendances in the area of 
25 to 35 collectors. Member Mark Auerbach agreed to try to organize a meeting 
during the New York International. 
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Denis Loring brought up the fact that there is presently no ANA exhibit category 
for numismatic literature; and he suggested that the proper officials in ANA be 
contacted to determine the possibility of creating such a category. Nancy Green, NBS 
member and ANA librarian, remarked that a gentleman named John Pryor has 
recently offered to fund an exhibit award for such a purpose, and that the ANA board 
has been advised of this. At the present time, there are two schools of thought 
regarding ANA exhibits. One is that there are already too many exhibit categories, 
and adding additional topics would be burdensome for the judges. The other is that it is 
advisable to include as many categories as the membership wants , in order to increase 
participation in the exhibits. At the present time, the matter has been tabled by the 
ANA board, and will probably be discussed at the next interim meeting. Gordon 
Frost suggested that in the next issue of The Asylum, we insert a petition which 
members could sign and forward to the ANA board of governors encouraging them to 
consider the new category. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 
10:45 p.m. 


NBS BOARD MEETING 
August 7, 1986 

The annual meeting of the officers and board members of the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society was held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
on Thursday, August 7, at 9:00 a.m. Board members present were President Kolbe, 
Vice President Champa, and Board members Gresham, Leeuw, and Wilson. 

Acting upon a motion by Mr. Gresham, the Board unanimously passed a 
resolution creating a N.B.S writer’s award to be presented annually to the author of 
the best article appearing in The Asylum. Vice President Champa graciously offered 
to donate a monetary gift to the N.B.S. sufficient to self perpetuate the cost of the 
award. President Kolbe suggested that a three man committee be formed to determine 
each year’s recipient. Following some discussion, it was decided that President Kolbe 
would approach Randolph Zander to ask if he would agree to be the committee 
chairman, and select two additional committee members to assist in the program. 

In other actions, it was unanimously decided that the N.B.S. would request a club 
booth at the 1987 A.N.A. convention in Atlanta, Georgia. Additionally, the board 
unanimously passed a motion to encourage members to display noncompetitive _ 
numismatic literature exhibits at the Atlanta Convention. Hopefully, a sizable 
number of subject exhibits will result in the adoption of a competitive category for 
such displays during future conventions. 

In an effort to more closely control the coordination of member’s dues with the 
mailing of The Asylum, it was moved and passed that, effective with the 1987 
elections, the positions of Secretary and Treasurer would be combined into one office, 
and one additional Board member would be elected. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by President Kolbe at 
10:30 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cal Wilson 
Board Member 
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Overview of 


Obscure Numismatic Periodicals 

Remy Bourne 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

[Editor's note: Remy was originally scheduled to give this talk to the N.B.S. 

Convention in 1983, but a heart attack prevented him. We are happy to report that 

Remy is now fully recovered, and, as you will shortly see, in top form. Your editor is 

indebted to Past President Cal Wilson for tape recording and transcribing Remy’s 
speech. | 


As I was about to say three years ago (laughter) ... I had a little illness [so] I 
crossed out 1983 and now it says 1986. It’s a great feeling to be here after a heart 
attack; and then John Ford caught the disease a few days later. What I’d like to do 
tonight is give you some thoughts and observations on numismatic periodicals 
published from 1857 to 1960. I will divide that span into four parts; the first being 
1857 to 1900. I'll then show you a few from 1900 to 1940; a few from 1940 to 1950; 
and a few from 1950 to 1960. I will cover three types or categories of periodicals 
tonight — one will be the publishing type typified by Coin World, Numismatic News, 
and Bank Note Reporter; there are the dealer periodicals ...; then there are those that 
are published by coin clubs and such ... 

Also, out in the audience I have a prototype of a book — this is the deluxe edition 
that I've just made for tonight’s presentation — ... it’s about twenty to twenty-five 
percent completed; I hope to have it all done by next year — I dlike to show you what 
I'm doing. Now I’m showing you the earliest periodical in my collection (illus- 
trations ). If it’s volume 1, number 1, it’s pictured; and I’m also showing on the second 
page the inventory that I have and giving you the information as to how many issues of 
each periodical (were printed). Hopefully this will help those who are collecting 
periodicals in the future to know what’s out there and how many are needed to make a 
complete collection. I'd like everyone to sign the book tonight as amomento for me to 
have for this 1986 Bibliomania Society meeting. 

After these excellent speakers tonight, I will practice the five “B’s” of public 
speaking: which are ‘Be brief, brother, be brief.’ [Begins slide presentation which 
Starts with format and style utilized for his periodical book]. 

What Id like to do is begin with an overview of the obsolete and obscure 
periodicals. Since 1858, there have been approximately 200 different ones published. 
From 1858 to 1900 there were more than fifty. The first one that I considered —three 
years ago, when I was first preparing this presentation — Norton’s Literary Letter, 
but after further research I have decided that this is merely a fixed price list ofrare and 
valuable books along with some numismatic literature written up to that time. The one 
that, in my opinion, might take its place as the first numismatic periodical .. is the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia’s [publication]. This [organ- 
ization | started in 1858 with seven people. Joseph Mickley was the president from its 
inception until 1867. 

One question I'd like to ask the audience: How many of you collect The 
Numismatist as the official periodical of the ANA? (Show of hands ). I'd like to ask 
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also, if this won’t embarrass too many people, how many of you out there have what 
you think is a complete set of the ANA’s official periodical? (Show of hands). How 
many of you have Plain Talk? Plain Talk was the first official ANA publication in 
1891 —not The Numismatist. If you want the official complete collection, you need 
Plain Talk from 1891. So it’s just a little interesting sidelight to collecting the 
periodicals ... and you'll need to collect both of these series to fill your collection. 

One dealer who was around at that time was Ebenezer Locke Mason, who 
published quite a few of his periodicals and fixed price lists in a magazine format and 
for a few years issued Mason’s Coin Collector Herald, which had a lot of editorial 
comment and stories along with his fixed price lists, which was usual for a lot of these 
periodicals at the time. Another dealer at that time was Charles Steigerwalt, who 
published four periodicals, the first being The Coin Journal ... inthe 1880’s. It [later] 
went into a booklet form in the mid-1880’s, and then became The Numismatic News 
in the 1890’s. The fourth one was called The Curio. But again, I believe that this one 
was really a fixed price list and wouldn't qualify as a periodical. 

The Numismatic Journal was published by L. S. Drownes for about three years 
(beginning in) 1877. Another dealer publication at that time was [S. K.] Harzfeld’s 
Numismatic Circular in 1877. P’ve only been able to trace two issues so far — No. | 
and No. 2, and if anyone has any information of this [periodical |, I’d be interested in 
hearing from you. 

In these periodicals, as well as in the better known ones, during the period from 
1858 to 1900, you'll find that a lot of the material was reprinted from one another’s 
publications frequently and without permission. 

The importance of collecting the numismatic periodicals is that they give you a 
feel for the tempo of the times. They give you a feel for the “industry” and the state of 
its health in the 1800’s. They tell you about the people and their personalities, [just] 
as you find in today’s publications. And, the problems were interesting in the pre- 
1900’s. They [included] grading problems; counterfeit problems; dealer problems; 
and also bad debt problems. So, you can see, nothing has really changed — it’s all full 
circle. 

In collecting periodicals of this vintage, you will soon discover that, in many 
cases, these publications began as combined journals for both stamp and coin 
collectors, appealing to both hobbies. However, the larger subscription base consisted 
of stamp collectors; hence they dropped coin collecting from (their articles ) and went 
to basically stamp material. 

An interesting one ... De Kuriosity Cabinet, by |W. P.| Brown, which started out 
[being printed] phonetically [for] the first several issues, and [was later] sanitized into 
the English version. [ Brown] then went to work for Scott’s; I’m not sure whether he 
sold out to Scott’s, but he worked for them in the 1880’s; and started again with his 
fixed price lists in the 1890’s with The List of Copper Coins and The Price of Copper 
Coins. Anyone collecting the older fixed price lists ... will find that these were 
standard preprinted lists with dealers’ names imprinted on the front cover. Several 
dealers had the same lists, and the only difference was the name on the outside. 

A periodical that you'll find somewhat frequently in the auctions today by George 
Kolbe, Cal Wilson and other [literature dealers] is The American Numismatist, by 
Charles Leal. He published twelve issues and then sold or merged into The Collector’s 
Magazine, for, I believe, only Volume 2, Number 1. 
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The last periodical I’d like to show you for this period of time — 1858 to 1900 — is 
The Decorah Numismatic Journal by Cooley and Halway. They said they were 
going to publish four issues in 1875. In the April issue they printed a notice of their 
‘demise’ — stating that they died on April 1, 1875, basically from lack of subscribers 
... But, they did finish out [the four issues] — one of the few periodicals that did 
complete its obligation of four issues. Cooley and Halway later, in the 1890’s, 
published some stamp periodicals. 


The period from 1900 to 1940 witnessed the birth of approximately thirty to forty 
periodicals. Some of the typical ones during this time period were The Hobby Writer, 
The Collector, and The Chicago Collector’s Monthly. Again, these periodicals tried 
to appeal to a broad base of collectors. For example, The Decorah Journal covered 
stamps, archaeology, and numismatics. Many contained [articles] on cameras and 
whatever, trying to keep their publications alive. But, with few exceptions, all of these 
were short-lived. [One of these short-lived publications] was published by a dealer 
named G. C. Adams. He put out four issues of The Coin Gallery in 1905 and 1906. 

One of the more interesting dealer/publishers was Tom Elder, who first produced 
The Numismatic Philistine. Vve only been able to track down two issues, emitted in 
1909. Then he came out with The Elder Monthly in 1910. and he later [renamed it] 
The Elder Magazine. He subsequently issued Collector Notes which you will find 
available occasionally from dealers; [and] you'll also find them in Elder’s mid-1920s 
catalogues. I’ve not collected Elder extensively; and I’m not sure of how many issues 
of Collector Notes he published during that time period, but I hope to (obtain 
information on this) in the future. 

One of the rarest [periodicals] of the twentieth century dealers, I think, is MehI’s 
Numismatic Monthly. It was published over a ten-year span, beginning in 1908, and 
had, I believe, 118 issues. There are probably less than a dozen sets available today. I 
feel that it’s rarer in a sense than a complete set of The Numismatist 

Another one — and an interesting one in the sense that it was published jointly by 
Edgar Adams and [Wayte] Raymond — was The Coin & Medal Bulletin. It was later 
published by Raymond alone in the 1920s. 

With regard to the Guttag Brothers — if anyone has information on... [their 
periodical |, I’d like to know. The only ones I’ve seen have been Volume six and up. I 
believe from talking with a couple of people in the last several years that prior to 
volume six, the “periodical” was a single-page fixed price list; and when they reached 
volume six they began inserting editorial comment, and started [issuing serialized 
numbers |. 

Another periodical issued by Wayte Raymond was Coin Topics, which started 
out in newspaper format, and evolved into a booklet. 

Many of these periodicals, especially [those by] Elder, Mehl, Raymond and 
Adams [are a] great source for [tracking] the price trends of coins over the past fifty or 
SO years. 

Now for the 1940s — actually we’ll look at a few of the periodicals of the 1950s 
which were started in the *40’s — perhaps the finest periodical ever produced — at 
least in my mind — was The Numismatic Review. Ithink that it had some of the finest 
feature articles of the time (and) it had beautiful plates in it. For whatever reason it 
wasnt continued, it’s a shame. 
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Numisma. We hear about Numisma by New Netherlands Coin Company, but 
[another] Numisma was privately printed, I believe, in Pittsburgh, and it dealt with 
foreign coins primarily. There were six issues over a span of about ten years. Fifty 
copies were printed of the first issue. I have not seen many volume no. one’s, no 
volume two’s, [but] you will occasionally see volumes three, four and five. 

I'd like to ask the audience now, how many collect Kosoff catalogues by sale 
number? [Show of hands]. How many of you are aware that his numbered sales 
appeared in his periodical Numismatic Gallery Monthly? A lot of people haven't 
been, but have become aware of this over the past couple of years. | So if you are going 
to collect Kosoff sales] by number, you'll have to [also] collect the Monthly. 

A reverse question is how many of you collect periodicals, [but don’t] collect 
catalogues? | Ifyou do] you'll find that you need Katen’s Sale No. 14 to obtain Volume 
I, No. 1 of Katen’s Koin Kapers. believe that Katen only published numbers 2, 3, 4 
and one additional publication (unnumbered). 

Coin Collector's Digest is something that you'll find out there very frequently; it’s 
very common. I believe what happened during this era was that alot of Volume I, No. 
1’s [were published by various concerns | in order to build up alarge subscription base. 
So, what you'll find (with Coin Collector’s Digest, as well as with a large number of 
other periodicals is that Volume I, Nos. 2, 3, and 4 generally do not exist, simply 
because the periodical didn’t survive. Most [publishers] tried to make their money off 
the advertising, but lacked the paid subscription base, or vice versa; hence most folded 
after the first issue or so. They probably mailed out a thousand or two of the first issue, 
received only about fifty responses for subscriptions, and decided to get the hell out of 
the business. 

However, one that did survive was The Philatelic Press, which was started by the 
Lawrence Brothers in Iowa in 1924. They built alarge subscription base to pay for the 
paper’s cost, and they profited by the ads which they sold. . . [had a discussion with 
Armand Champa this morning, and I told him that I had gone down and visited Ray 
Lawrence once, and he had all of the original subscription [orders] sent to him since 
1924 in his attic. If you ever subscribed to his periodical, your envelope, letter, or 
whatever, was up in his attic. I remember standing there — I can tell the story now 
because the gentleman has unfortunately passed away — and he invited me upstairs to 
one of the rooms [in order] to get a lot of the old issues of The Philatelic Press to take 
home with me; and we stood on money bags which were piled there in order to reach 
the upper limits of the closet. 

Another periodical from the forties was Kelly’s Coins and Chatter, which 
essentially was a fixed price list. 

In the 1950’s there appeared another twenty-five to thirty-five new publications. 
(Among these were) The Numismatic Advertiser, The Far East Numismatic Digest, 
The Western Coin Journal, Coin Talk Magazine, and The Sentinel. A lot of these 
are very frequently offered in one or two numbers, but very seldom have I seen them 
offered in higher numbers. New Netherlands Numisma was started during this period 
of time. It began as a question and answer forum, and contained several mail bid 
auctions [which, again, means that] you’ll have to collect these in order to obtain a 
complete set of New Netherlands catalogues. At about this same time Kosoff 
renamed his periodical The Coin Bulletin; and in it may be found a number of his 
sales which belong in his series. Continued on page 16. 
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BOURNE ... continued from page 13. 


During this period, we also saw some publications by Spadone. He started 
out with You Name It. After two issues it was renamed The Flying Eaglet, and then 
for some reason he changed it to Coin News; and they had a law suit filed against them 
for [using] that name, so they changed it to Coin Press, and it was eventually 
purchased by Numismatic News. 

The 1960’s marked a veritable “population explosion’? of numismatic 
periodicals. During this decade, more than 75 were offered. | There was] The Penny, 
which was devoted to errors; The Numismatic Times and Trends, and The Coin 
Journal — again, these are frequently found due to large volume printings. A couple of 
smailer ones (were) The Numismatic Journal and The Metropolitan Numismatic 
Journal, by Breen and Glazer, and I believe that there were only two issues of this 
offered. 

Another family of publications that are popularly collected today is Bowers, 
Bowers & Ruddy, Bowers & Hathaway, and Bowers & Merena [titles]. Most of you 
know that these began with Bowers Bulletin in 1956, [followed by] Empire Topics in 
the late 1950’s, continuing with The Bowers Review in the early sixties; Empire 
Review, Choice and Desirable Coins by Bowers & Hathaway, [culminating in] The 
Rare Coin Review in the seventies and eighties. 

This ends my presentation, but I have a few more comments. please remember 
that some periodicals could be the last surviving issue from the past. As such, they are 
VERY important — you have a responsibility to collect and preserve them for future 
researchers. 

In addition to collecting these periodicals for their importance to future 
researchers, I think they should be shared and not hidden or merely possessed. I think 
they should be passed on and not institutionalized. I’d like to buy any obscure 
periodicals, and suggest that you contact George (Kolbe) or Cal (Wilson) for a fair 
estimate of their value. And, I’d also like to take a minute tonight to give special thanks 
to several people in our membership who have helped me in the past few years in 
collecting some of this material. Id like to thank George Kolbe for his guidance and 
knowledge over the years; I’d like to thank Cal Wilson for his enthusiasm, support and 
eagerness; I’d like to thank my son, Mike Bourne, who was in the business, for his deep 
interest and help, and I hope that he may keep the tradition of sharing and caring alive; 
I'd like to thank the Katen’s, who I thought would be here tonight, for helping me 
answer a lot of questions; I’d like to thank John Adams who is atrue sharer and helper 
when you get to correspond with him; thanks to Armand Champa for his competi- 
tiveness and enthusiasm; to John Bergman for his true interest in this material; to Jack 
Collins, who has helped; to Kirby Brown who has been great in sharing information; to 
Reinhold Jordan . . . from Germany, for sharing and helping; and to my wife Avis 
Bourne who makes it all financially possible. For a lot of women in the audience 
tonight, it’s just like, “I’ve gotta bid in this auction! It’s never gonna appear again! 
Even though I told her that about last week’s auction — It’s my one chance to obtain 
this material, or it’s gone forever!” To others that I’ve ommitted or those who are too 
ill to attend tonight, I'd like to say thank you for this opportunity, and invite any of you 
to please write or call for sharing of this information. Thank you very much! 
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You Name It 


Michael J. Sullivan 
Winnetka, Illinois 


The history of You Name It is unknown to most numismatic bibliophiles. In the 
early part of the 1955, John G. Spadone, a member of the U.S. Air Force, became 
interested in publishing anumismatic magazine. He proceeded to discuss his idea with 
Spiers Welsh, a New Jersey publisher, and Frank G. Spadone, John’s brother. After 
discussing the idea in Frank’s coin shop, the three men decided to publish a monthly 
periodical. John was appointed editor, Frank became assistant editor, and Spiers 
became the publisher. 

The first issue appeared on May 1, 1955. Although it consisted of only amere four 
pages of information and ads, it was the beginning of a magazine dedicated to the 
collector, as the first issue pointed out: 


Fellow coin collectors this is our publication, since it will be 
named by one of our collectors throughout the country and will 
be printed to the ideas, needs and conveniences of all 
collectors. 


A cash prize of $25 was offered to the subscriber who submitted the most suitable 
title for the magazine. It was both John’s and Frank’s hope that the winning title would 
omit the words “‘coins”’ and “‘numismatics”’. The prize offer stimulated subscriptions 
at the bargain price of $1 per year, but also allowed the readers to participate in the 
naming of “‘their’’ magazine. 

John Vogel of Elkins Park, PA, amember ofthe U.S. Air Force, became the lucky 
winner by submitting The Flying Eaglet as the title. He derivedthe name fromthe first 
small cent of 1856 (unfortunately an unappreciated series today). The new name 
appeared on the third issue on July 1, 1955. 

John Spadone continued as editor until December 1955 when he was transferred 
from New Jersey to the West Palm Beach AFB. Having been relocated, John 
relinquished the editorial duty to his brother. 

Frank continued to improve the quality and content of the magazine as time went 
on. The periodical eventually averaged 20 pages per issue, had a wide variety of short 
articles, a few photographs, and the news from a myriad of coin clubs. 

The September 9, 1959 issue bore a new title, Coin News. Frank’s editorial 
included the following introduction to the nouveau title: 


you have probably noted our new cover format and name 
“Coin News’, we hope you like them. With due respect, any 
similarity with other publications is unintentional .Our name 
and format is registered and copyrighted in Congress. We feel 
this will help our hobby as well as increase interest in sales and 
circulation. Our former name being unique gave little in the 
way of information of the type of publication it was. In asense 
it was, I feel, a handicap in our growth. ‘Coin News’ is obvious 
[sic] two simple words but it tells alot, anyone interested in this 
field will pick it up. 
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Although, as mentioned above, the new title was copyrighted, that did not prevent 
Chester Krause from voicing a strong objection to the title because he had been 
publishing a periodical of a similar title, Numismatic News, since 1952. Krause’s 
editorial in his own publication blasted Spadone’s title choice as being confusing. 
Instead of putting up a legal battle, Frank altered the name to Coin Press starting with 
the November 9, 1959 issue. 

Spadone continued publishing the magazine through August, 1961. Krause took 
over Coin Press starting with the September, 1961 issue in which he stated that: 


Our plans for the magazine’s format are still in the formative 

stages. In general, are [sic] objective is to present a publication 

packed with good, solid numismatic information, presented in 

a manner that will add to every collector’s enjoyment of his 

hobby. 
Krause published only four issues of Coin Press before the magazine underwent its 
fourth name change to Coins magazine, which is still published by the folks from Iola, 
Wisconsin. 

The following is a listing of the issues by title and volume of the You Name It 

series: 


You Name It (2 issues) 1955 
Vol. 1, No. 1, May 1, 1955 
to No. 2, June 1, 1955 (2 issues) 


The Flying Eaglet (50 issues) 1955-1959 

Vol le-Now3 July 1955 

to No. 12, April 1, 1956 (10 issues) 
Vol. 2, No. 1, May 1, 1956 

to No. 3, July, 1956 

then to No. 16, Aug. 1, 1956 

to No. 24, April 1, 1957 (12 issues) 
Vol. 3, No. 1, May 1, 1957 

to No. 12, April 3, 1958 (12 issues) 
Vol. 4, No.1, May 3, 1958 

to No. 12, April 3, 1959 (12 issues) 
Vol. 5, No. 1, May 6, 1959 

to No. 4, Aug. 6, 1959 (4 issues) 


Coin News (2 issues) 1959 


Vol. 5, No. 5, Sept. 9, 1959 
to No. 6, Oct. 9, 1959 (2 issues) 


Coin Press (32 issues) 1959-1961 


Vol. 5, No. 7, Nov. 9, 1959 

to No. 12, April 12, 1960 (6 issues) 
Vol. 6, No. 1, May 12, 1960 

to No. 14, April 29, 1960 (14 issues) 
Vol. 7, No. 15, May 18, 1961 

to No. 24, Oct. 1961 (10 issues) 
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Vol. 8, No. 25, Nov. 1961 
to Dec., 1961 (not numbered) (2 issues) 


Coins (1962 to date, Vol. 9 to date) 


[NOTE — Coin Press was published bimonthly from March 1961 through 
September 1961. Krause took over the magazine beginning with the October 1961 
issue. | 


Please send any comments, suggestions, or additions to the author at: P. O. Box 461, 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093 


N.B.S. Regional Meetings 


There will be a regional meeting of the N.B.S. during the November 13-16, 1986 
Professional Currency Dealer’s Show in St. Louis. The meeting will be held on 
Friday, November 14 at 4:30 in the Radisson Hotel. After the meeting, there will be 
an opportunity to walk to the Mercantile Money Museum, meet renowned 
numismatic scholar Eric P. Newman, and tour his library. For more information, 
write Ronald Horstman, 6137 Victoria, St. Louis, MO 63139. 


There will be a regional meeting of the N.B.S. at the New York International 
Numismatic Convention, December 13-15. The meeting will be held on Saturday, 
December 13, 1986 at the Sheraton-Centre Hotel, Monarch Suite, at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Richard Margolis, P. O. Box 2054, Teaneck, NJ 07666. 
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matic literature (every language, every 
numismatic subject) I used to have ads 
in different German-language coin 
magazines. Several years ago, my tele- 
phone rang and somebody asked me if I 
were that person collecting old books 
on coins. 

I assured the man that I was the guy 
and asked what books he could offer 
me. Well, he told me, “‘I cannot say for 
I cannot read the language!” He added 
that he would like to have 65 marks 
(about 30 dollars) for this book as he 
himself had paid that sum for it a long 
time ago. 

As it seemed rather problematic 
to me ordering a numismatic book only 
knowing that this book had not been 
printed in the German language, I 
proposed to my friend that he spell the 
title. This proved to be not very helpful 
and — already disappointed — I asked 
him to search for the year of issue. 
When I heard ‘1633’ I didn’t care 
about the title any more and ordered 
the book. 

Some days later I got it — it had 
been sent as printed matter in an open 
envelope — and I was really happy. I 
had a coin catalog for “‘Changeurs ou 
Collectioneurs”’ (money exchangers or 
collectors) in the French language, 
printed in Antwerpen (Anvers), a port 
situated in present-day Belgium. In 
those days Belgium belonged to the 
Spanish crown, which is indicated by 
the crowned Spanish arms on the first 
page of the book. 

The catalogue consists of 250 
pages, each of which pictures anumber 
of coins in good woodblock prints. 

I've included, as an illustration, 
copies of the title page and a represent- 
ative page from the text. We see crown- 
sized coins (Ryxdaldre = Reichstaler) 
issued by several German towns and 
states as Liineburg, Holstein, Halber- 
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stadt,  Henneberg, Mecklenburg, 
Nurnberg, Strassburg (now France) 
and Wirttemberg. Although this book 
is not the oldest one in my numismatic 
library, it’s one of those I like most. I’m 
still waiting for other calls like the one I 
got some time ago. 
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Ryxdaldre de Mechelenburg. 
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‘Professionals,’ Pet Rocks, Pet Food 
and Pet Peeves 
Miss Ing Link 


[Who looks a lot like Carling Gresham, ed.] 
Old PikYup, New Hebrides 


(You've read similar (?) press releases in the hobby publications: If you recognize 
someone in here, it ain’t our fault! Congealed from wires, closed lines and other 
Saucers, without apologies. —IL) 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE IF NOT SOONER 


*“N an inclusive intervue with Al E. Gator an Smile E. Gator (no relayshum,) 
prezidints electus an prospectus, respectus, Gangreen Groin Galleys, Ink., hav 
annouced that Jr. John Lokmeup is now mployed as a perfessional numismatick, 
where he'll handel all coins now held in the firm’s firm grip, or suitcase, as the case 
maybe. 

Lokmeup is a non-graduate off East Podunk, St. where he minored in the annual 
analysis an assyssmint of assynine cow patties, an other eklectrick XOnumiya; Jr. 
worked his way up THROU the ‘top of the pile,’ as they say. 

A Gangreen spokesman, Al E. Gator, (no relayshun to Smile E. Gator,) reveeled 
that, “Jr. John is a Monopolo money color SPECIAList, havin worked on his 
collekshun for neerly a year or sometimes before; he plans to publish a five page book 
on the subject after the next blue moon, which will match the color of his rare $50 bills. 
We know that his collekshun of 19 peaces is THE biggest in his hometown, Paisley 
Pall Peek, pop. 781 & 9/4 (three comin,) and growin.” 

Before his currant Groin condishun, (should that read position?’) he was mployed 
for to months an tin days at the Mpiratical Mpoorthem of Eckstassy, New Orleans, 
where he wrote copy for the yellow moose-litter, Ruf Eons A’ Comin’, owned an 
Eddyted by Ruf Gator, who is relayted to all hungry gators, including Al E. and Smile 
E., (who ain't relayted to each other,) but Ruf bot Gangreen Groin Galleys after he 
learned how meny goldfish an even silverfish are nto coins ... an EVRYBODDY 
knows how gators LOVE those fish ... butt, anyhow, Ruf ,whose reel name is Ralf, 
neaded to Establish a posistiff Mage commeninsurable with his lenthy , (too months!) 
Xspearience in coins, so he sint Jr. to the Galleys ... to rite copy to. 

Smile E. Gator, (no relayshun to Al E. Gator,) praysed Jr’s work at his former 
pozishun, noting that Jr. has Ncreased the mooselitter cirqlayshun by .000427 
persint. “* Fathermore,” Smile E. sed, “Jr. wint to an acsidental gradin akademy out in 
Coloroddy fer a HOLE weak, an NOW he are a gradin Xspurt! Why, he’s so good, he 
can outSPURT his teechers by five feats or more!” 

“With neerly a year in the business, it ESTABlishes young Jr. as a perfessional 
numismatick in every since of the term, despiet beein only 14 years old,” Al E. Gator, 
(no relayshun to Smile E. Gator,) added, adding, “‘We like ‘em young in the Groin, 
virgians, you mite say, So’s we can slide in em as proper graders anteech em to grade 
sliders properly.” 

Smile E. Gator (NO relayshun to Al E. Gator,) smiled an sed, “That’s rite ... our 
hole staff is maid up of perfessional numismaticks. Why, our combed staff has neerly 
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too years Xspearience between thim in the Groin, areel HI in the busyness. an weere 
darn proud of the number of sliders weeve slid off cents we opened this sharpe shope 
sixe weeks ago.” 

“Yezzir, weere PROUD to be perfessionals in Gangreen, an you tell evryboddy 
to step in our Groin for a reel kik, (chuckle,) an tell “em to ‘Bring ther green to 
Gangreen,’”’ Al E. Gator, (no relayshun to Smile E. Gator.) sed, in clothin, smilin. 

(to be continued in the next issuc) 


On the Record 


David W. Lange 
San Francisco, California 


THE JOURNAL OF THE PACIFIC COAST NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


The Journal of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society was initiated in October of 
1984 as the fulfillment of a desire on the part of then Society President Osmyn Stout , 
with the full backing of the other officers and board members. Initially, | was asked to 
be editor of The Journal but declined on account of my already full workload. Still just 
as busy, I nevertheless agreed in January of this year to relieve Stephen Huston. 
Steve, who is known to collectors of ancient coins as a dealer in that field, had done an 
excellent job in creating and maintaining The Journal through its first six issues. 

To date, eight issues have been published on a quarterly basis. Although 
additional material for publication is always being sought, there appears no likelihood 
that The Journal’s publication will be interrupted. I welcome any questions or 
comments from the readers of The Asylum. 


Reviews 


The Man Who Stole Portugal by Murray Teigh Bloom. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1966. 


Bloom’s book is quite enjoyable, although it is certainly NOT light reading. It tells 
the story of Artur Alves Reis, a bankrupt businessman turned con-man and 
counterfeiter. Reis’ scheme made him, briefly, one of the richest men in Europe. His 
bold crime eventually destroyed one of England’s greatest banknote printing firms, 
scandalized the Bank of Portugal, and enabled a military takeover of the Portugese 
government. 

The story was nicely summarized in the final chapter of Bloom’s 1957 book, 
Money Of Their Own. This full-length version describes in detail Reis’ plan, as it 
unfolds in Lisbon, Paris, London, and The Hague. Most of the book deals with the 
years 1924 and 1925, although the epilogue follows the main characters through 
1964. 

Bloom has obviously one a tremendous amount of research. The story is a 
fascinating one, yet I found the amount of information somewhat overwhelming. The 
numismatic element of counterfeiting was overshadowed by descriptions of family 
histories, political maneuvering, and the like. Of course, the book was not written for a 
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numismatic audience. Keeping that in mind, it succeeds as an intriguing account of a 
near-perfect ‘Perfect Crime”’. 

Wayne K. Homren 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


British Numismatic Auction Catalogues 1710-1984 by Harrington E. Manville and 
Terence J. Robertson. London: A. H. Baldwin & Sons, Lid., 1986, 420pp. 


This massive compliation and commentary has long been in the works and proves 
to be well worth the wait. It is the first part to be published of the author $ projected 
Encyclopedia of British Numismatics, a monumental four-part undertaking. 

The subject of British numismatic auction catalogues is dealt with in the ANS’ 
list of sales catalogues in its library and in Frits Lugt’s listing of some 57,000 sales 
catalogues of all categories up to 1900. However, the ANS’ resources cover only a 
small part of what has been drawn together by Manville and Robertson, who have 
also identified some 300 numismatic titles lacking in Lugt’s pre-1900 listing. 

The authors’ presentation of their extensive material is convenient and readily 
usable. Their method is to list all catalogues chronologically with each year’s group 
numbered sequentially and each decade preceded by an introductory page discussing 
trends and highlights. Each entry records the auction house, the sale dates, 
consignors, types of material and number of lots, number of pages, Lugt number as 
available, and the main libraries in the US and the UK where the catalogue may be 
found. Comments occasionally accompany the entry, more often they appear as 
footnotes. The authors have done avery great deal of painstaking digging and sifting to 
discover the cover names of major anonymous consignors , to trace the true course of 
events with certain important collections and to call attention to different versions of 
some key catalogues. The cumulative result of their work is to provide both breadth 
and depth of perspective and good insight into the prevailing business and professional 
customs of succeeding generations of numimatists. 

Although over 200 different auctioneers are represented, most were ephemeral . 
Contrary to the US experience, the near-monopoly of a few houses came early and 
endured. Christies and Sotheby were firmly set by the late 18th century and for over 

100 years they accounted for well over half of all sales. It was not until early in the 
20th century that Glendinings came on the scene; within a dozen years “Glens” had 
moved to the top of the list. These three and the more recently established Spink 
auctions still dominate the field. 

Although they canvassed all the major libraries and holdings, the authors warn 
there are still disturbing lacunae. Surprisingly, copies of some of the earlier catalogues 
of the major houses have not come to light — not even in these firms’ own archives. 
The present volume will stand as the standard reference, with supplements to be 
published at intervals determined by the volume of stray additional data accumulated. 

The two dozen or so pages, each introducing the listing of catalogues of a given 
decade, trace the growth of the numismatic auction trade, the development of 
catalogue style, major auctioneers’ share of the market, and recapitulate the chief 
“name” sales. Taken together, these pages provide a first rate running narrative 
covering two and three-quarter centuries. For example, the mid-19th century saw a 
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quite extraordinary array of sales of coins consigned by returned travellers and 
colonial servants. The 1930’s depression years brought a more+than-average flow of 
foreign consignments and also shook out many of the provincial auction firms, leaving 
the field more firmly in the hands of the old London houses . The narrative closes with 
the early 1980s. The tempo and volume of sales continues to rise: at the current rate 
there will likely be over 600 auctions of numismtaic material in the UK during our 
decade — an average of five a month! 

This work’s main objective is to facilitate research, particularly as regards 
pedigrees, and it is indeed a powerful tool. An appendix includes US and continental 
sales of coins and medals of important consignors such as Count Ferrari’s executors 
and Lord Grantley’s, whose material appeared also in British sales. Another useful 
appendix presents notes on many non-auction purchases and offerings of well-known 
collections or parts thereof. An index identifies all owners and consignors. And from 
footnotes quoting contemporary commentators, one also finds that cataloguing, even 
by the major auctioneers, was far from uniform in quality. 

The Manville-Robertson team accomplishes its work with one author based on 
this side of the Atlantic, the other in the UK, but it is abundantly evident they work in 
close coordination and have mobilized almost every possible source . The publishers , 
Baldwin and Spink, provide not only logistical support on the generous scale an 
undertaking of this importance merits, but are ideally positioned to contribute in a 
major substantive way as well. All in all, the British Auction Sale Corpus is an 
outstanding addition to the literature, a milestone in the process of refinement of 
organized and accessible knowledge of a vast and important field. 

The book is stoutly bound in buckram. The text, produced on a word-processor 
but clear and sharp, is printed on fine paper with generous margins. 

Randolph Zander 
Alexandria, Virginia 


Editor’s note: British Numismatic Auction Catalogues is available from: 
A. H. Baldwin & Sons, Lid. 
11 Adelphi Terrace 
London WC2N 6BJ 
United Kingdom £25.00 (plus carriage) 


Spink & Son Lid. 

5,6 & 7 King Street 

St. James’s 

London SW1LY 6QS 

United Kingdom £25.00 (plus carriage) 


George Frederick Kolbe 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 $45.00 postpaid 
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DEADLINE for Winter, 1986 submissions is November 10, 1986. 


The Last Word 
“The Rest of the Story” 

Those who read the contents of this space in the last issue will recall that your 
editor criticized the A.N.A. for enjoining Howard Ruff from saying anything 
“negative about coins or coin dealers’’. Both your editor and N.B.S. member Dean S. 
Neff of Greenville, Ohio took this protest one step further by writing to Ruthann 
Brettell, Executive Director of the A.N.A., to request an explanation for this 
indefensible action. Both Dean and your editor received a reply from A.N.A. 
Education Director Kenneth Bressett. Mr. Bressett furnished to both of us a 
photocopy of the letter he sent to Howard Ruff on July 17, 1985, inviting him to speak 
at the Salt Lake City Midwinter Convention. The last two sentences of that letter read 
as follows: “The only constraints for you will be that no specific dealers can be 
endorsed or condemned. Other than that, the show is yours.” This being a far cry from 
the spirit and the letter of the above Coin World quote, your editor next telephoned 
that periodical’s editor, Beth Deisher, who informed us that the “‘anything negative” 
line was a direct quote from Ruthann Brettell, as she was attempting to explain the 
contents of Bressett’s letter to Ruff. In short Bressett’s innocuous admonition was 
inadvertently transformed, by means of Brettell’s maladroit paraphrase, into an 
intolerable assault on free speech. In even shorter short, it was all amisunderstanding. 
Now you know (as Paul Harvey would say) the rest of the story. 


Crisis and Opportunity 


Not since Caesar found it necessary to destroy the Roman Republic in the pocess 
of saving it has the world seen anything quite like the decision made by the A.N.A. 
Board of Governors in their meeting of June 28-29. By adopting the byzantine grading 
system of the PCGS group of dealers, the A.N.A. Board took standards that were 
already too arcane for most collectors and investors, and multiplied their complexity. 
As a result, virtually every collector and investor is now helpless to use the grading 
system, which leaves them entirely to the tender mercies of the dealers. The inevitable 
result will be rip-offs on a monumental scale and a massive exodus of hobbyists from 
numismatics. 

We are told, however, that the Chinese character for “‘crisis” can also be read as 
“opportunity”. And so it is that the crisis of the coin collectors is a great opportunity 
for bibliophiles. The pollutants that have made the coin hobby intolerable — 
micrograding, investment hype and overpricing — are virtually unknown to 
bibliophiles. The things that once attracted hobbyists to coins — a mass of desireable, 
reasonably-priced material, honest dealers, sensible grading and the thrill of building 
a collection — are benefits bibliomania offers in abundance. Thousands of collectors 
will be driven from their hobbyin the coming months by the travesty that grading has 
become. Let us make it our business to transform as many of these shell shocked souls 
into bibliomaniacs as we possibly can. Perhaps a paraphrase of Aaron Feldman’s 
famous dictum should be our rallying cry: “Buy the book instead of the coin”! 


Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
(N.B.S.) 


Membership Application (New or Renewal) 


Name: 


Company (if applicable): 


Mailing Address: 
Citys) eee Soe er Late! 
Zip Code 72 me eee ee eeeeCOuntry: 


Only your name will be published. Member address list is never available. 
Make check payable to: N.B.S. and mail to Alan Meghrig, 24921 Buckskin, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 
Dues/Vol: U.S.-Canada $7.50 Foreign: $10.00 


—— oo | 


Back Issues of The Asylum 


All back issues are available. When originals are no longer available plain-paper 
copies will be supplied at the same prices. 


Vol. I, Nos. 1, 2/3*, 4 
(84) Vol. II, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 
(85) Vol. III, Nos. 1, 2, 3/4 

*Vol. I, No. 2/3 is a copy. 


U.S.-Canada Foreign 
Ist Issue 2.50 pp 3.50 pp 
Each additional issue 2.25 pp 2.50 pp 


Make checks payable to the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
Order from: Mr. Alan Meghrig 
24921 Buckskin 
Laguna Hills, California 92653 


*). 
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“LOVE, NUMISMATIC STYLE” 


“Tt was twenty-six years ago tonight, at this very table, that you asked 
me to begin checking my loose change for Indian-head nickels.” 


WANTED 


Early Canadian Auction Catalogs and Fixed Price Lists 
Canadian Antiquarians 
Canadian counterstamped coins & Tokens 


Send list with condition and prices to: 


Joseph Foster 
3301 Fox Chase Drive 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113 


Thank God I am a bookseller, trafficking in the 


dreams & beauties & curiosities of Humanity. 
— Christopher Morley 


THE A0Y L007 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume IV, No. 4 Winter, 1986 
Inside: 


CARLING GRESHAM joins the “Moral Majority” in his didactic 
conclusion to “Professionals, Pet Rocks, Pet Food 
AIMEE CtEP COVES fe ea ee Ms ko eR als atale 


FORREST W. DANIEL unearths a tale of bibliomania and sex! 
Read “A Book Collector’s Strategy” on..........:....... pages 9-10 


ROBERT WESTER revives an obscure classic, The Vermont Coinage 
Dyarncener ee CinunG emolalter sree petro in eit aa 


COMM Ces EGitOl eae ret oar ene en a ee ey rey eee eee ole | page 2 
Preview of:ComingAttractions my 44.er vac dae ws. 0a page 2 
PetlersstO thes GitOr eer eee eee te ee ne ere) pages 2-3 
On the Record by Randolph Zander ........................ page 9 
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Be LAS te WV OF eas totic, eC ye Far ees ous ica ey eles page 10 
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FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
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I Want to Purchase 
Deluxe or Presenta- 
tion Bound Copies of 
any catalogs, books or 
periodicals on United 
States numismatics. 


John F. Bergman 


4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 


(213) 421-0171 after 4 P.M. PST, 
and on weekends 


2 THE ASYLUM 
From the Editor 


Happy holidays to all numismaniacs! With this number, slimmed down in order to 
arrive before 1987, The Asylum is officially back on schedule. Many thanks to our 
members, whose writings made it possible, and a special expression of gratitude to 
Nils Peterson of Rayline Press, whose skill and dedication transforms a mess into a 
magazine four times a year. 

This festive season would be incomplete without a New Year’s Resolution; your 
editor’s runs like this: we resolve to actually publish a quarterly journal in 1987! 
In pursuit of this noble goal, we hereby announce the following thoroughly arbitrary 
and utterly inflexible deadlines for submissions in 1987: 

Spring issue February 15 
Summer issue May 1 
Autumn issue August 1 

Winter issue | November 1 


As the following feature reveals, we have many fine articles lined up — but we 
always need more. To paraphrase the good book, “submit, and ye shall receive.””! 


PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Sometime in 1987 


“Research: Necessity, Curiosity, and a Roll of the Dice” by Carling Gresham 

“Some Particular Advice to Those About to Start a Collection of Coins” by 
Marvin Kay, M. D. 

“An Introduction to the Fascinating World of Numismatic Literature” by George 
Frederick Kolbe 

“Saga of Utah’s Largest Man-Hunt” by Harry F. Campbell 

A review by Chris Victor-McCawley of Grellman/Reiver’s Attribution Guide for 
United States Large Cents, 1840-1857 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
To the Editor: 

A census of the following 19th century numismatic classics is 
being conducted, the results will be published at a later date. 

Should anybody have a copy of Sylvester Crosby’s Early Coins 
of America please list it as a subscriber’s copy, 1875 edition with or 
without Maris Plate, or the 1878 edition with the Estes and Lauriat 
imprint. 

If you have a copy of Waterman L Ormsby’s Bank Note 
Engraving published in 1852 please mention if your copy is in its 
original binding which is leather with gilt. Seven copies are presently 
known to exist. 

Please state if your Dr. Montroville W. Dickeson’s American 
Numismatical Manual is the 1859, 1860 or 1865 edition. 


WINTER, 1986 
I would appreciate knowing if you have John Hickcox’s 1858 


publication, Historical Account of American Coinage. 

Please include your copy of Dr. Maris’ 1881 publication Coins 
of New Jersey. 

Your name is not necessary and the above data can be for- 
warded on a postcard to: 

Robert Wester 
54 High St. 
Pembroke, N.H. 03275 


To the Editor: 
You should be swamped with congratulations on the stunning 
Vol. IV No. 3. I add mine eagerly. 
Randolph Zander 
Alexandria, Virginia 


To the Editor: 
In reply to your “...Articles of War’, I hereby write the 
following: 


What I have seen in The Asylum so far has been very good, and 
has been appreciated. 

Coin World was kind enough to print a letter of mine in the Oct 
22nd edition. I hope that the reference to the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society will stir up some interest, enquiries and new 
members. 

Charles Davis wrote two paragraphs on page 58 of his 
September, 1986 catalogue about the ANA Convention. I think this 
humorous item would be worth repeating in The Asylum. 


Are any of our 300 readers aware of or interested in computer 
systems? 

The University of Denver cooperated with AB Bookman’s 
Weekly in the 8th annual Workshop-Seminar on the “Out-of-Print 
& Antiquarian Book Market for Booksellers & Librarians”. This 
took place August 10-15, 1986. 

The two items of special interest to me for possible application to 
numismatic literature are: 

1) Computer Systems for the antiquarian book business. 

2) Information Systems for bibliographic descriptions. 

Carl G. Robertson 
Inglewood, California 
We noted Carl’s letter to Coin World, and urge everyone in 
the membership to promote our hobby in this simple, yet 
effective way. We also enjoyed Charles Davis’ piece; how 
about it, Charles, can we reprint it? — Ed. 
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Professionals, Pet Rocks, Pet Food, and Pet 
Peeves 


(continued from last issue) 
Carling Gresham 
Pomona Park, Florida 


Questions: What is a ‘professional numismatist?’ Why don’t doctors, booksellers, 
stockbrokers, professors, or lawyers call themselves ‘professional . . .?” 

What, exactly, is any one feature about a coin dealer that separates him from his 
brethern, and indicates to the WORLD that he is a ‘professional’ in some definable 
sense of the word? 

Most of the professions named in the second question require, in some instances, 
long years of formal training. There might be as many as ten“professional 
numismatists” by now, but I know of only one person who has been trained formally in 
numismatics, i.e., in college. 

Now, in my opinion, that person has every right to call himself a professional 
numismatist, but he’s the on/y one, unless others have graduated after him. 

I know one ‘professional numismatist’ who, about four months before the Hunt 
boys pushed silver past 40 bucks an ounce, was selling goldfish! (Along with other 
exotic/tropical fishes.) He jumped out of the fishbowl and into gold/silver coins, 
jewelry, bullion, etc. NOW he are a ‘professional numismatist!” Geeee Whiz! (The 
transition from goldfish to gold coins was a ‘natural,’ naturally.) 

Course, I’ve been told that his repeat business isn’t too good; that he’s had to sell 
his fancy cars and some property that he bought while he was getting his formal 
training on many innocents. I’ve looked at some of his ‘BU’ coins, and have had to 
leave his table for fear he’d stick his BIG fist in my big mouth. (He’s a bit touchy about 
his ‘highgrade’ material; don’t know why . . .) 

I’m not saying that ALL self-styled ‘professionals’ are like the one just men- 
tioned. But, and here’s the punchline, every time I see a dealer who uses the term, 
momentarily I compare him with that character and his goldfish! ‘Tain’t fair, I 
know, but I can’t help it! 

Doctors, lawyers, and, I guess, Indian Chiefs, don’t need to prove that they’re 
professionals; coin dealers who claim to be ‘professional numismatists’ are trying to 
prove to themselves that they deserve the title, and in passing, hope to gain a measure 
of respectability from word association. 

Even as long as I’ve been in the hobby, 45 years, I don’t dare call myself a 
‘professional numismatist,’ for fear, I guess, that someone might ask how I earned the 
title. And, yes, I’ve worked in coin shops; conducted auctions; identified and gradeda 
“jillion” coins; worked on hobby newspaper staffs; edited and published hobby 
magazines; amassed a comprehensive numismatic library; coauthored a book, etc., ad 
nauseum. 

Such experience doesn’t qualify anyone as a professional anything. State officials 
might consider me a ‘professional bookdealer’, but only because a sales tax license 
application must indicate an occupational title; that and ego account for all 
professional numismatists, with the one exception. 

* RK RK 
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In a similar vein is the use of the honorary (?) title of ‘Colonel,’ as designated by 


(bought from) the state of Kentucky. What’s wrong with ‘corporal,’ or ‘General?’ 
Anyone selling framed diplomas for those ranks? 

Use of such a phony title mocks the memory of many fine men who’ve died in the 
service of this country, United, North, and South, and it degrades the living who 
earned the rank. Anyone else using such a title is a liar, as are those who traffic in the 
practice, which is thoroughly dishonorable. Along with your chicken, Kentucky, 
shove it! 

xe RK 


Whoever conceived the idea of pet rocks receives a hearty congratulations from 
me. Hope he made loads of green! (And that he doesn’t follow the ‘buy’ advice in 
Gangreen’s newsletter: read, tout sheet.) 

Same for the guy who had the nerve to package, and market (!) pet food for those 
same pet rocks! Wow! What imagination . . . hard to beat. (Both must be relatives of 
the goldfish ‘professional numismatist!’) 


THE VERMONT COINAGE by 
Reverend Edmund F. Slafter 
Robert Wester 


Pembroke, New Hampshire 


An essay that has become increasingly pop- 
ular in recent years to bibliophiles and numisma- 
tists is The Vermont Coinage, which was pre- 
sented to us by Reverend Edmund Farwell Slafter, 
A.M. — D.D. 

Reverend Slafter was born in Norwich, Ver- 
mont May 30, 1816 and was the seventh of ten 
children. Following his graduation from Dart- 
mouth College in 1840 he served several churches 
in Massachusetts and devoted himself to the 
American Bible Society. 

He published fifteen to twenty superb essays 
including ““Voyages of the Northmen to America,” 
a sermon “on the occasion of the death of General 
Zachary Taylor’ and, of interest to numismatists, 
“Copper Coinage of the Earl of Stirling, 1632”. His last paper, a thorough study of the 
English “Book of Sports,” issued by James I in 1618, was read before the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. 

Dartmouth College awarded him an A.M. degree in 1865 and. his Doctor of 
Divinity in 1890. 

Reverend Slafter was married to Mary Hazen in August of 1 849 and followed her 
in death at the age of 90 in Hampton, New Hampshire. 

Reverend Slafter dignified many of the monthly recurs on the Boston 
Numismatic Society by his presence during the 1860’s and 70’s. He was a 

(continued on page 8) 


| want to purchase 
Early U. S. Auction 
Catalogues especially with 


PLATES 


And all scarce & rare 
Numismatic Literature 


lf you have any of the following 
Please write or call me 


DEALERS BID BOOKS 
PRICED & NAMED SALES 
DELUXE & PRESENTATION 


Catalogues and Books 


NAME YOUR PRICE 


| ALSO NEED 

Pre 1859 Auction Sales 
Thick Paper & Plated Sales 
of FROSSARD & WOODWARD 


omall size CHAPMAN SALES 
PLATED ONLY... 

Mcoye — Henderson — Alvord 
Calderhead — Sleicher — Zug 
Simpson — Taylor Windle 


PLATED CATALOGUES... 
Belonging to Elder — H. G. 


Sampson — U. S. Coin Co. 
New York Stamp & Coin 
H. P. Smith 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
ANALM #775 
Box 22316 
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 
Phone: 1-502-425-1302 
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(continued from page 5) 

corresponding member of the Vermont Historical Society and his study and essay of 
Vermont coinage appeared from pages 291 to 318 in Volume I published by this 
Society in 1870. 

Rev. Slafter’s treatise speaks of legislative action which enacts the coinage, 
much historical background, including two fine plates of woodcuts — the numerous 
varieties to be found in the coinage of Vermont. 

While Reverend Slafter is critical of comments by John H. Hickcox in “An 
Historical Account of American Coinage,” published in 1858, he praises and 
expresses his indebtedness to the Boston watchmaker, S. S. Crosby, for Crosby’s 
contribution of a portion of the woodcuts appearing in the plates for his work on 
Vermont coinage. 

Over the years it has been generally accepted that 50 copies of this volume were 
printed. For example, on July 11 and 12 of 1894 the Chapman brothers sold “The 
Isaac Wood Collection” of American medals which included a number of numismatic 
books. Lot #1115, Slafter, E. F., “Vermont Coinage” 2 plates. 50 copies printed, 
very rare. 

I was intrigued by this claim of only 50 copies printed due to the fact that I located 
2 copies in Concord, New Hampshire. The copies reside at the New Hampshire 
Historical Society and our State Library Collections. It appeared to me at this point 
the Chapman’s estimate was incorrect and I believe students have referred to and have 
taken this number for granted. 

On February 25th 1986 I received a letter from Philip F. Elwert, the Deputy 
Director and Curator of the Vermont Historical Society. Mr. Elwert states: ““Thank 
you for your note regarding Volume I of the collections of the V. H. Society. I’m sorry 
I can’t give you an exact figure for the number of that volume printed. A good estimate 
would be 1,500 to 2,000 copies. I believe the only way to obtain a copy is through a 
rare book dealer.”’ 

I’m sure Volume I can be found in most Vermont libraries and institutions 
throughout that state and nationally in many cases. People in New England are 
reluctant to part with this volume as it contains many important essays. You'll find, 
“The Battle of Bennington” and a history and index to Ira Allan’s, “History of 
Vermont.” 

The Vermont Coinage by Reverend Slafter was reprinted in 1981 by Sanford 
Durst and it was included with Hillyer Ryder’s, ““The Colonial Coins of Vermont.” 

When purchasing an original copy of this work you may expect to pay from 200 to 
274 dollars today. 

It was my good fortune to purchase an original but damaged copy that had this 
important coinage essay intact and perfect in every respect. I’ve since had my copy 
bound in Vermont green with gold lettering. My copy also includes the proceedings, 
by-laws of the Vermont Historical Society, along with an index of the essays 
contained within. I also bound in a number of blank pages which record my notes, 
correspondence and pleasant memories of a now completed project. 
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ON THE RECORD 
Sidney K. Eastwood’s Numisma 
Randolph Zander 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Remy Bourne’s “Overview of Obscure Numismatic Periodicals’’ in the Autumn 
1986 ASYLUM makes an admirable point: size of circulation is not always a function 
of quality, and some ephemeral publications contain much of lasting value. One 
example he mentions is Sidney K. Eastwood’s Numisma, of which seven issues, with 
a total of 130 pages, appeared between May 1939 and October 1948. 

Sidney Eastwood was one of a galaxy of accomplished collectors and researchers 
who brought the Pittsburgh of his day to the top tange among America’s numismatic 
centers. William W. Woodside was another; it was he who activated, inspired and led 
the band of dedicated men who assembled and nurtured the Carnegie Institute’s once- 
great collection of coins, tokens and related objects. 

Both men knew a great deal about a great many numismatic fields. Yet it is fair to 
say that each took greatest pleasure in the repertory of oddities and obscure issues 
falling generally under the Commonwealth series. Sidney Eastwood used to get his 
fingers grimy playing with a hobbyist’s printing press in his cellar. The notion 
occurred to him to publish “an occasional numismatic pamphlet’; in doing so he could 
indulge both his numismatic and his printer’s zeal. Bill Woodside was a ready and 
enthusiastic collaborator. 

Between them they put out 22 articles on matters as varied as Conder Tokens, 
Ceylonese coffee chits, tokens of Central and Southern Africa, Onchan Internment 
Camp tokens, satirical medals of Napoleon III, and Lackington tokens. At the time 
they wrote, most of their subjects were beyond the ready reach of all but a few 
American readers. We are better and more widely informed a long generation later; 
but still much of what Eastwood and Woodside had to tell is not all that generally 
known. 

In 1948, at the close of No. 7, Eastwood wrote his despedida: “‘Nearly 10 years 
have elapsed since the first of these pamphlets was printed and circulated. At that time 
there was no intention of issuing more . . . but kind letters from collectors here and 
abroad caused more . . . to be published. The future is uncertain, retirement age 
approaches, there may be more issues, this may be the last. The publisher is grateful 
for the friends who have expressed appreciation . . . those folks who also do things for 
the fun of doing them.” 


A BOOK COLLECTOR’S STRATEGY 
From the Philadelphia News, September 17, 1887. 

with thanks to 
Forrest W. Daniel 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
A former old bachelor, of Spruce Street, who is a great lover of books, employed 
an old woman to take care of his rooms. The work of arranging and dusting the library 
led Martha to be smitten with a taste for reading. She began to spend all her earnings in 
buying books. Not long ago she entered the library with a parcel of books picked up at 
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a book stall. Her employer, seizing one of the books exclaimed: “‘How much did you 
give for this?” 

‘Thirty cents,” replied Martha. 

“Thirty cents! Why, this book is worth $3,000. I will give you $5 for it.” 

‘You have just told me, sir, it is worth $3,000. I will not sell it for less.” 

The book was the first edition, extremely rare, of Montaigne. The servant would 
not take less than $3,000. This was more than the bookworm would agree to give for it. 
He thought the matter over for a month. Finally said he to himself: “This woman takes 
good care of me. She seems to have the same passion for old books that I have. Why 
should I not marry her? I should then have my Montaigne.” He popped the question, 
was accepted and the old servant brought him the book by way of dowry. — Centralia 
(Wis.) Enterprise. 

kk * 


WANTED 


Early Canadian Auction Catalogs and Fixed Price Lists 
Canadian Antiquarians 
Canadian counterstamped coins & Tokens 


Send list with condition and prices to: 


Joseph Foster 
3301 Fox Chase Drive 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113 


kok ok 
CLASSIFIED AD 


For Sale 1952 A.N.A. Auction Catalogue, VF copy $30. Also buying A.N.A. 
literature. Mark Atkinson, P. O. Box 5343, Vienna, WV 26105-0343 


xk wk & 


Orville J. Grady 


Numismatic Literature 


6602 Military Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68104 


THE LAST WORD 


“God Bless Us, Every One!” 

Perhaps your editor is mellowing 
with age, or perhaps it is the spirit of the 
season, but the pointed remarks one 
normally finds in this space will be 
replaced in this number by some well- 


~ ~~. oo 
— Hess Bona it 
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deserved compliments. Our authors merit high praise for their submissions. Our 


advertisers have loyally supported us. N.B.S. officers and board members have 
tendered unlimited assistance. 

Our members have kept our letters column lively. We have many blessings to 
count, among them that our membership and our advertising revenue is increasing. 
Finally, we think that you will agree that the interest in numismatic literature has 
never been keener, and the morale of collectors has never been healthier. Tiny Tim 
said it best: “God bless us, every one!” 

Now, how about a Christmas present for your editor? Here is our list: 

1) A dealer’s reply to the points raised by Jules J. Bloch I in his letter in the Autumn 
number. 

2) Replies to the five thought-provoking questions asked by Leo J. Guibault, Jr. in his 
letter in the Autumn number. 

3) A review of Vol 1, No. 1 of The New England Journal of Numismatics. 

Finally, a couple of reminders. If you lack a complete run of The Asylum, you are 
in luck. All back issues are available (although Vol. 1 is in photocopy) at $2.50 for the 
first copy and $2.25 for each additional copy. These prices are for the U.S. and 
Canada; the corresponding overseas numbers are $3.50 and $2.50. 

Second, do not forget to renew your membership in the N.B.S. Everyone’s 
membership has expired as of the arrival of this issue, and you will not receive any 
further issues of The Asylum until you renew. So please do! 

To renew and/or order back issues, write to N.B.S. Treasurer Alan Meghrig: 
24921 Buckskin Drive, Laguna Hills, CA 92653. And now, adieu — and best 
wishes for a mania-filled New Year! sor 


WANTED 


Old Dealer Catalogs, Price Lists, House Organs, etc. 
featuring U.S. Coins. Send list with condition and 
prices to: 


David Sundman, 253 Union Street, 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561 


Some features intended for this issue could not be included for lack of 
space, but will appear in future numbers. — Ed. 
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HEY! IPS FREE, FROM THE MONEY TREE 


We offer Fixed Price List #1, featuring really neat numismatic 
literature along with some comments and opinions. 


This first list is free to N. B. S. members. Just send your name and 
address for a free copy of this January Fixed Price List. 


THE MONEY TREE 
1260 SMITH COURT 
ROCKY RIVER, OHIO 44116 


he FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 e SAN FERNANDO, CA. 91341 


EQAMs SQasse pede ik =SS—-_ = secs ; 
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Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 


Browse in our book boutiques at 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MART 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
”2 Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 


WINTER, 1986 


WANTED 


Numismatic Libraries 
or 
Single Titles. 


Call or Write 
CAL WILSON 


4501 Eggers Drive, Suite C 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


I have sought for happiness everywhere, but I 
have found it nowhere except in a little corner, 
with a little book. 


— Thomas a Kempis 


